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In this Newsletter
This Newsletter has a book review
on the Perran Foundry, and a
series of updates on some of the
key issues facing our town with
proposed developments at
Swanpool, Middle Point and the St
Michael’s Hotel. We also report on
progress on the restoration of St
George and the Dragon.
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Will devolution help Falmouth?
Prof. Mike Jenks

To an extent the answer may well be ‘yes’. Integrating transport and also
health and social care is widely beneficial, not only here, but across the
whole of Cornwall. And it may also bring in more investment in jobs via
the Local Enterprise Partnership, perhaps even to the extent of getting the
harbour dredging underway. But for us, the key omissions are of local
powers over housing and planning. The excuse for not devolving these
two functions is that there is no Local Plan in place. The government has
a point there. The draft Local Plan was turned down by the Inspector, and
so has to be revised, which may take a year. One of the reasons for
rejection was that the growth figures for housing were
considered to have been underestimated, and the
sustainability assessment unsatisfactory.
This is not helpful for Falmouth. First the housing growth
numbers will be increased, so yet again sites will have to be
found. Also, the absence of a Local Plan makes us
vulnerable to exploitation by developers, as there is a policy
vacuum that means if a scheme is refused, an inspector
would find it hard to uphold a refusal at appeal.

What is this? See overleaf.

Help and suggestions
If you wish to help with the
Neighbourhood Plan, please do get
in touch. It is important. For
example, there may be areas of
open space and greenery you wish
preserved, or significant buildings
or sites to note.
We also welcome suggestions for
places to visit, speakers you would
like to hear, or subjects you would
like raised. Also any ideas that
would help raise the profile and
membership of our Society.

This makes the Falmouth Neighbourhood Plan even more
important. The first phase of consultation is over with some
1200 questionnaires completed. One of the next steps is to
set up groups to work up the plan. These may be: a) spatial
strategy, integration and design guidance; b) housing and sustainable
community; c) jobs and workspaces; d) environment and open space. So,
if you have skills to offer and want to be involved in one of these groups,
please let us know. At least the Neighbourhood Plan is a positive form of
devolution in itself.

Updates
Swanpool:
Thankfully, the two schemes have stalled. The Linden Homes one of 27 houses has been turned down by the
Council. It may however go to appeal, so we have to hope an inspector will see the value of this environment.
The scheme for six holiday homes was withdrawn as it lacked support from Council Officers. This is a special area
that deserves to be protected from exploitative development.

St Michael’s Hotel:
A revised scheme is now going to go ahead, if the funding can be raised. The revisions made to the scheme were
influenced by the comments our Society made - possibly a minor improvement (but not easy to tell the difference)!

Marlborough House:
Over the past two years we lobbied the Council hard to prevent its deterioration. Its recent sale to a new owner, who
we believe wishes to restore it to live in as a home, is good news and should return it to its former glory.

Middle Point
The picture on the front of this Newsletter is
one of the blocks proposed for the
development of the old oil tank site at Middle
Point. The company, owned by Peter De
Savary, has run an exhibition at the Town
Hall. The proposals have not yet been
submitted for planning permission.
What do you think? If you are interested,
contact us and we will email the consultation
documents to you.

St George and the Dragon

The sculpting is being done by Garry Springfield, who is doing a wonderful job. The original pieces have been
cleaned up, the rotten wood removed, and they have all been joined together. The missing pieces are being
carved, and slowly but surely the whole is beginning to take shape. The next bits to be carved are St George’s
leg and a bit of the horse’s torso. Then it will be repainted. Once finished, the restored sculpture will grace the
St. George’s Arcade again.

The Dissenters’ Burying Ground
On a damp, misty Sunday, a steady stream of people passed through the green gates opposite Sainsbury’s to
look at the restoration work, being undertaken by Tom Weller and Rob Nunn. Many of the cleared graves are
numbered and then with the help of a reference sheet you can read who these people were. In the well-produced leaflet, the stories of some of these people are told. For example: Dr James Cornish (1792-1858) who
was a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons and twice Mayor of Falmouth; family graves of the Poats and
the Downings; Ann Pascoe, a Navy Officer’s widow who died in 1852 of ‘apoplexy’; and Thomas Lee a sawyer
who died from a ‘broken heart’.
The original entrance to the burial ground that opens on to the main road is unsafe but Tom and Rob are
putting together a Lottery Funding bid to restore them. For more information go to www.ponsharden.com
Separate to the Dissenters, but just through a gap in the hedge, is the Jewish cemetery, which is being tended
independently. The whole site is in stark contrast to Sainsbury’s on one side, and the valley partially occupied
by Vosper’s on the other.
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The Story of Perran Foundry and Perranarworthal
A book by Chris Burton, review by Angela Beale

Members may well remember the
interesting talk on the Fox and
Williams families given by local
historian and retired geologist, Chris
Burton. Chris has now produced a
book on the history of the Perran
Foundry, which after many years of
neglect, is being restored.
The history of the Perran Foundry
dates back to 1791 when the Fox
family founded it, having previously
invested in the Gwennap copper
mines and in the port facilities at
Perran Wharf and Portreath. They
had contacts with the Quaker
industrialists at Neath in South Wales,
with whom they had a thriving trade in

coal exports and copper imports. By
1860 its ownership had been passed
to the Williams family, when it was
called the Williams Perran Foundry.

instance, Cornish beam engines were
used to drain the Haarlemer Meer in
Holland – twenty per cent of this Meer
is now occupied by Schipol airport!

Thanks to the foundry,
Perranarworthal became quite a
significant settlement, with the large
Fox houses of Goonvrea and Tredrea,
Georgian style housing for the
management and terraced cottages
for the employees.

This is a well-researched and
referenced book, which is very
readable. It is interesting to learn
more about the remarkable Fox family
and also to visualise from the maps
and pictures in the book, what the
sites used to look like.

Although never employing a very
large number of people, the foundry
produced important pumping engines,
not only for the local mining industry,
but for elsewhere in the world. For

Copies are obtainable from the
Perranwell Station Post Office and
Stores, Truro, TR3 7PP
Tel: (01872) 863059 -price £3.95

Dates for the diary
Talk by Tony Pawlyn, The Marine History of Falmouth, at the NMMC, 2.00pm, 16 September; visit to the Bartlett Library.
Talk by Andrina Cossey, The Quakers in Cornwall, 3.00pm, 10 November, King Charles Coffee Room.
Visit to the Falmouth Marine School, tba in half term, late October.

Membership
If you are a member, do pass on this Newsletter and encourage others to join.
If you are not a member and wish to join and help us in our important work in making Falmouth a better place, please get in
touch - the contact details are at the top of this page. Annual membership is only £5 for an individual or £7.50 for a couple.

