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eaching its 40th
is an
achievement to
celebrate, and
this issue looks back at
our origins and some of
the highlights over the
past decades. With all that
good work to build on, we
now we need to consider
the future. The new
planning laws, and the
recent announcements of
further relaxation of
planning controls to favour
economic development,
potentially put Falmouth at
risk of poor and
uncontrolled development.
The only protection offered
to positively influence and
manage growth and
ensure that development
is of the highest quality is
through a Neighbourhood
Plan. This will be the
responsibility of the Town
Council, and if it goes
ahead, it is likely that our
Society will be invited to
play a key role within it.
We will need all the
support and help we can
get, and hopefully the

ENLIVENING THE BACK OF TESCO 1984

process will encourage
more to join us.

development should allow
for those starting out on
business, and the possibility
of live/work units. We
consider that the
development of marine
industries is important, so
support the port’s ambitions,
particularly for dredging,
providing this does not have
a significant adverse impact
on marine ecology and
related industries. We also
strongly support the
importance of Falmouth and
Penryn’s town centres and
that their viability should not
be further compromised by
out-of-town developments.
In short, the growth,
regeneration and
development of Falmouth
over the next 20 years
should ensure that its
communities are sustainable
environmentally, socially and
economically, and that the
very special character of
Falmouth retains and
enhances its unique identity.

So what does the Society
think about the future for
Falmouth, and what should
form the basis for a
Neighbourhood Plan?
Our vision is for an
integrated and holistic plan
and not one that simply
responds to development on
fragmented sites. We believe
that development should be
compact and respect
existing boundaries, and not
spread out as suburbs into
highly valued landscape and
agricultural land. We believe
that all development should
be sustainable, and built to
the standards that would be
expected of eco-towns or
villages. We want to ensure
that public transport is well
integrated, and that all
development is
interconnected, and not cardependent.
We believe that development
can be designed and
planned in such a
way that it
provides sufficient
community
facilities and that
access to them
can be equitable.
We also believe
that there should
be a social mix,
and a mix of uses,
so that affordable
and social
housing is an
indistinguishable
part of the overall
environment.
Planning should
also ensure that
employment is
well integrated
and accessible,
and that
FALMOUTH WELCOMES GOOD DESIGN
economic
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FOUNDING OF FALMOUTH CIVIC SOCIETY 1972

B

y 1972 the boat
sheds,
warehouses and
slipways below
the High Street were in a
parlous state and many of
the houses above were not
much better This was an
area with significant
echoes of the great days of
working sail. Plans were
afoot to replace the
admittedly ramshackle/
killas, slate and weatherboard buildings with a flat
roofed slab fronted
apartment block. It would
have stretched from
Admirals Quay (then the
Laundry Pier) to Britons
Yard (then Falmouth Boat
Construction) , At Falmouth
School of Art three of us:
Francis Hewlett, Bob
Organ, and myself were
concerned by the situation.
I had no idea what we could
do to remedy things, Bob
said he had fought so many
lost causes he could not
face another, but Francis
stepped into the lead. He
said we should compile a
description-cum-report on
the area with planning
proposals for sensitive
development and send it to

local councils. We did.
In those days, so far as I
remember, building control
came under Falmouth Town
Council and planning under
the County. The former
strongly favoured wholesale
demolition and had already
placed closing orders on
several of the old High
Street houses. Leonard
Robinson however, the
Planning Officer with special
responsibility for
Conservation Areas and
Listed Buildings thought
otherwise and invited us to
visit him at County Hall.
Although Leonard has now
forgotten the meeting, I still
remember it well.
"This is excellent!" he said,
brandishing our report, "I
agree entirely— the trouble
is that you are just three
eccentrics, self-appointed
busy bodies if you like. You
must form yourselves into a
civic society; a few members
and headed notepaper.
Then people will take notice
of you."
My heart sank. I felt my life
was busy enough without
meetings, minutes, motions,
and the like. Bob looked
equally glum. I still have a

FRANCIS HEWLETT’S MODEL

vivid mental picture of the
three of us leaving County
Hall. Bob and I silent.
Francis between us fired
with enthusiasm.
"Don't worry" he said," I'll be
secretary and do all the
work. You two can just be
members if you like."
Francis was as good as his
word. He gathered a steering
committee; secured Brinley
Morris as Chairman. His
confidence and enthusiasm
were infectious. We began
to think we might be able to
avert the bland
unimaginative town-scape
promised by the
conventional wisdom of the
time.
Throughout the Civic
Society's early years, the
support of Falmouth School
of Art was crucial. The
School's philosophy was, I
think, advanced for its time,
possibly daring and
eccentric. Creative vision,
understanding, commitment
and energy were in a sense
superior to conventional
disciplines such as painting
and sculpture. Francis of
course was Head of Painting
and I guess put our case to
the Principal, Michael Finn.
Many of the Society's
activities could have
been set as student
projects in this context;
the difference was that
we and the school were
doing it for real. The
essential headed
notepaper was duly
commissioned.
Francis decided that we
should advertise our
existence with a major
exhibition at the Poly, For
the centrepiece he
proposed a scale model
of the north-east side of
the High Street with the
waterfront below, plus

a model of the proposed
flats which could be put on
and taken off at will. In the
real world this would have
cost the earth. Through the
Art School however, the
hugely talented late Vernon
Rose was engaged to guide,
help and direct a group of
students in building the
model (now the only
remaining detailed record of
that stretch of the waterfront
as it was in 1972 and held
by the Maritime Museum)
Another model to similar
scale made by Bob showed
how a section of the site
might be better treated.
Further co-operative
contributions from students
and committee members
included a survey of Rights
of Way to the water, a traffic
plan, trees and TPOs, in fact
too much to remember. The
only thing we did not have
was a catalogue.
At the end of the exhibition
week came the Inaugural
General Meeting, we were
properly constituted, Francs
and Brinley Morris formally
elected as Secretary and
Chairman, the Steering
Committee re-elected on
block as the first Executive
Committee and in the region
of 100 Members were
enrolled. We were a force to
be reckoned with.

Falmouth Civic Society was
never a One Man Band.
From the start, as now, it
consisted of a hard
working committee with
vision and dedication
backed by loyal members.
It is however my firm belief
that without the initiative
and energy of the late
Francis Hewlett, we should
not be celebrating our
40the Anniversary in 2012.
Derek Toyne
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PLANS FOR FALMOUTH T H A T C A U S E D T H E F O U N D A T I O N
FALMOUTH CIVIC SOCIETY

PROPOSED HIGH STREET CAR PARK

PROPOSED HIGH STREET FLATS

OF
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FROM FALMOUTH PACKET OF 17TH DECEMBER 1982- PLAN FOR FALMOUTH

PROPOSED HARBOUR ROAD
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ISSUES FROM THE LAST 40 YEARS

A

s Derek Toyne
has said, in the
1970s the
Society’s
attention was focussed
on the High Street and
waterfront, and perhaps
helped by its campaign,
the High Street was saved
not just from an
inappropriate block of
flats but from a petrol
station and multi-storey
car park. (see photo) At
that time, Falmouth itself
was facing some
difficulties, and the
Society noted that it
seemed to be becoming a
‘ghost town’, with vacant
sites and unused
properties – suggestions
for its regeneration were
made. Also embraced was
concern for the future of
Arwenack Manor, and
support for its
preservation.

By the 1980s attention
turned to the finer grain of
the urban design of the town
and it’s ‘opes’. Getting signs
for the ‘opes’, and their
importance in making the
town a pedestrian and
interconnected environment
was highlighted. There were
some positive
achievements. A number of
plaques were put up, of
most note being the
Trafalgar plaque on Fish
Strand Quay marking the
place where HMS Pickle
landed announcing victory at
Trafalgar, and the death of
Nelson. If the plaques
informed, then the back of
Tesco’s in Webber Street
provided ‘A Celebration of
Falmouth’s Heritage’ (see
photo ). The Society
approached Tesco in 1984
about the bare walls at the
back of its store, and Peter

Markey’s design for three
murals was accepted. The
Manpower Services
Commission provided three
young workers under its
Youth Training Scheme, and
ICI provided the paint free of
charge. The murals are a bit
faded now, but generally
have avoided being
vandalised or sprayed with
graffiti.
During the 1980s and up to
the present day, numerous
issues were discussed,
some lost, some won and
some that never seem to go
away. In 1985 there were
concerns about houses in
multiple occupation.
Concerning Marlborough
Road a letter to the planning
officer said: “There does
appear to be unauthorised
use as bed-sitter passed off
as bed and breakfast, and
houses in multiple
occupation, which certainly
should be subject to
planning control and to fire
protection measures.”
In 1986 the issue of a
harbour Road was raised
again, having previously
been suggested in 1960s.
The proposal showed a
continuous new road linking
Greenbank to Bar Road. In
1989 the Society’s concerns
about the development of
the Ships and Castles at the
Hornworks appeared to have
had little effect on the
County Council’s planning
committee, or on the final
outcome.
By the 1990s the attention
turned to issues of
regeneration, parking and
the impact of supermarkets
on the town. For example, in
February 1993 the state of
the chapel on Gyllingvase
seafront was discussed. This
issue rumbled on until,
eventually, in 2010 we were

represented on the
committee that was
concerned with the most
successful renovation of
Gyllyngdune Gardens in
which the ‘chapel’ was
made safe! Regeneration in
the town was promoted by
the Society through a shop
front competition between
September and December
1996 the Society. Awards
were made to Riverside
Flowers, Blockhouse Gallery,
Meadowsweet, John Maggs
and Tall Ships Trading.
The spread of large-scale
supermarkets, where they
might be located and their
effect on trade in the town
was debated in 1993. This
culminated in the Society
objecting to a scheme for a
Supermarket at Kernick
Industrial Estate. At the
appeal the Society said that
it was necessary to keep
vital trade in town centres.
This is one we didn’t win but
it is an issue that is still
being discussed nationally,
and is still a hot issue in
Falmouth with the new
Sainsbury’s on the Vosper’s
site.
In October 1994, our
involvement in Civic Trust
workshops on the future of
Falmouth resulted in
recommendations for the
setting up of a Town
Management Committee,
the closure of Church Street
car park and the
introduction of park and ride
and park and float, the redesign of the Moor, and for
a walkway from the prince of
Wales Pier to Fish Strand
Quay – today one can say
with mixed success. But a
suggestion from the
workshop in 1994 came to
fruition in September 1999,
when plans were presented
for the redevelopment of the
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ISSUES FROM THE LAST 40 YEARS
Moor. But still raising its ugly
head is the issue of the Well
Lane Car Park, a proposal
that caused much
discussion in November
1995, which was turned
down, but has not gone
away.

With the building of the
National Maritime Museum,
Cornwall in 2001, there was
considerable
correspondence about
public access to the site.
One of the successes was
the public walkway around
the museum. Carrick District

Council wanted the Marina
Bridge to be available to the
public, at a very minimum
be accessible for two
months in the year at peak
times. However this has yet
to materialise! There is
clearly still much work for
the Society to do.

CLIFF ROAD

BAR POOL
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Falmouth Through Time
Falmouth Through
Time
by Michael Bradley
Publisher: Amberley
Publishing (28 Jun
2012) - ASIN:
B0092HYH74

A

PHOTOGRAPHS ON
THESE PAGES ARE
FROMMICHAEL
BRADLEY’S BOOK

PAMIR

nyone interested in
the development of
Falmouth will
welcome Michael’s
book as a useful, thought
provoking addition to those
already available. On each
page he cleverly presents
the same sites in past times
with the view we see today.
The old prints and
photography from its
earliest beginnings to
today’s sophisticated
technology, bring life to the
people in the environment
in past eras. It also adds to
our understanding of the
“hows and whys” the town
is as it is today. It prompts
consideration of what has
been lost and gained by the
inevitable changes through

the years. Opinions are in
the eyes of the beholder,
but I think most residents
would regret the
replacement of the
Classical mathematical
School with the present
1950s Marine School.
Many of us would agree it
was unfortunate that the
road behind the church in
New Street was not
completed after reaching
Well Lane. These decisions
are easy to evaluate with
hind sight.
The activities in the
harbour, the heart of the
town and reason for its
original growth are given
deserved attention, well
documented and illustrated
by the sailing ship Pamir to
the luxury liner, the
Balmoral. The tragic loss of
the Pamir’s crew in 1957
reminds us of the power
and dangers of the sea, as
well as its precious benefits.
The Maritime museum has
been a welcome asset to
the town adding an

interesting building and
useful space for many
events. Unfortunately the
adjoining largest
development in the town,
Port Pendennis, has been
gated to exclude all non
residents and therefore not
photographed. Perhaps its
absence is a telling warning
that all large new
enterprises are carefully
examined in the details
before permission is
granted. Did anyone
anticipate such an
outcome?
Most changes in the town,
as everywhere else , have
been activated by
innovating inventions. The
introduction of the car
immediately comes to mind
and remains the most
contentious long term
problem affecting the town.
It is emphasised by
Michael’s observations
which encapsulate
Falmouth’s difficulties in
coping with this “treasured “
monster. He reports that
the High Street was 10 feet
narrower before the fire in
1862.
However the introduction o f
steam ships had the
greatest impact, reducing
the importance of the
supreme advantage
Falmouth had enjoyed for
centuries. Most of the
activities associated with a
port have been included,
some of which are with us
today.
It is always amazing that
people everywhere adapt
sometimes painfully to
change, and other times
prosperity. We see this in
Michael’s book which helps
our understanding of the
town and gives us pleasure
in doing so.
Myra Morris
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COME AND CELEBRATE OUR 40TH ANNIVERSARY!
Tuesday 20th November 2012,
12.00 for 12.30
at the Marina Bar Restaurant
2 course £16.95 / 3 course £19.95 Please let the secretary know if you would like to go
and please pay in advance, Send to 27 Trevethan Road, Falmouth TR11 2AS

NEXT TEA AND TALK
Monday 22nd October 3pm King Charles Coffee Shop when Chris Burton will
talk about the Fox Family.

SKETCH OF BAR POOL BY BERTRAM THOMAS C1900 (CPYT NMMC)

