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Welcome to 2022

Here is a sunrise over Falmouth, and let’s hope it heralds a better 2022, that the pandemic dies down
and that we can open up and socialise safely. In 2021 we managed with Zoom talks and a couple of
meetings when it was allowed. The last was the Christmas lunch at the Princess Pavilion. That was
very enjoyable, and the Pavilion has been transformed into a relaxed and pleasant community venue,
which is down to the work of Henrietta Boex. Not only has she been responsible for the wonderful
Falmouth Art Gallery, but also the Town Council’s Cultural Services, and for taking on the Pavilion.
Sadly she is stepping down and we wish her well. We also hope the Pavilion keeps its community role,
and that the Food Coop continues to provide its delicious local and fresh food.
A lot is cropping up in Falmouth in the coming year. There is uncertainty over the Ships and Castles
and what leisure facilities may remain in Falmouth, and how they can be reinstated and improved. A
swimming pool is certainly needed. The Prince of Wales Pier is also in a poor state, and there is
discussion about what to do about it. There is a master plan for the main streets though the town
centre and for the reuse of Church Street car park. Many millions are needed. Will the noises made
about “levelling up” provide the funds and come to our rescue? It is hard to be optimistic. Millions have
gone, for example, to Truro, Penzance, Camborne and Redruth, yet Falmouth was prevented by
Cornwall Council from even bidding for it, all that came our way was a few scraps.
But work is currently being commissioned to do a business plan and costing for the master plan, the
community is coming together to save the Ships and Castles and hopefully plan for the future, and
options for the Prince of Wales Pier are being considered. We also have a strong and well worked out
Neighbourhood Plan with impressive community support. We are getting ready, and maybe we will win
the funding needed to help regenerate our town.
As they say ‘we live in interesting times’! And hopefully, you will enjoy the varied mix of articles
presented in this Newsletter.
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Social Programme
As we enter 2022, Jane Boriosi is in the process of planning our social programme of talks and visits.
We have already enjoyed a fascinating talk on the geology of the Lizard by Jon Gutmanis, and there is
a brief report below for those of you who missed it.

Geology of the Lizard

A cartoon of what oceanic crust looks like with depth at the 'spreading centres' where new crust is growing; and the
picture shows black 'dykes' intruded into older gabbro (in the green layer in the cartoon). Source: Jon Gutmanis

On the 25th of January, Jon presented a talk about the geological evolution of the Lizard which is
based on a geological field trip along the eastern coastline from the Helford Estuary southwards to
Lizard Point. In essence, the Lizard is a collection of rocks which normally live up to 7 or even 10km
below ground level. To find them at surface is rare, the Lizard being one of just three locations in the
UK to see such rocks (and probably the best!). Bit of a geologist’s treasure, it has been studied for
well over 100 years without fully unravelling the story yet.
The rocks are at the surface because of continental collision (between pre-cursor African and
European landmasses) some 300 million years ago which created a mountain range on the scale of
today’s Himalayas. The peridotites, serpentines, gabbros and basaltic dykes we see along the coast
tell a fantastic story of how oceanic crust was turned into mountains. Those mountains are long gone
due to slow erosion, so what we see today are only their 'roots'.

Possible talks and visits for 2022
These events are being considered at the moment, so keep your eyes open for the dates, and when
confirmed we will email you with the details.
Re-visit to Kresen Kernow. Our visit last year was very successful and interesting. We were shown
round, and saw behind the scenes, and old maps of Falmouth, including one from 1690.
Visit to the United Downs Geothermal Project. You may remember that we had planned a visit
before the pandemic began and we are hoping to revive this trip once it is safe to do so. In the
meantime, there is plenty to read about the progress of the project on social media and their website.
Visit to the Lizard, led by Jon Gutmanis, who has offered to arrange a day out to look at the rocks and
tell the story 'in the flesh'.
The Opes Walk, Part 2, led by Angela Sheilds, following on from the successful walk last year.
Talk by Mike Jenks on Falmouth’s two Georgian mansions built between 1787-1789, and/or on making
our towns and cities more sustainable, and what Falmouth can do about it
Talk by Jon Gutmanis on why Cornwall was so richly endowed with minerals and able to support a
world-leading mining industry in the 18th and 19th centuries. Plus a look at today’s legacy in
geothermal heat and power projects, and exploration for lithium.
2

The Morrab Library by Harry Spry-Leverton
Many members of the Falmouth Civic Society will be familiar with the metropolis of Penzance, twenty
miles down the coast, and some will have come across the Morrab Gardens in the centre of town –
home to many sub-tropical species, verdant camellias, magnificent magnolias and many squirrels. But
how many will have wondered what lies behind the porticoed entrance to the early Victorian
townhouse at the top of the Gardens, opposite the newly restored fountain?

Morrab Gardens, the fountain and Morrab Library. Morrab House was built in 1841 for Samuel Pidwell, was bought by
Penzance Corporation in the late 1880s, and Leased by the Morrab Library in 1889. Photo: Tripadvisor

This handsome building is home to the Morrab Library – Cornwall’s only independent library – which
has been in existence for over two hundred years. Some eleven rooms are lined from floor to ceiling
with books of every description, over 70,000 in number. As would be expected, there is an extensive
and well-used Fiction collection covering everything from the classics to the latest best-sellers with
many an obscure author or forgotten title in between. In Non-Fiction, the entire spectrum of
knowledge is represented, with the Library arranged according to the Dewey Decimal Classification
system but notable strengths would be the Jenner Room, covering everything Cornish (church history,
mining, shipwrecks, the artistic heritage, extensive genealogical records, local history and a separate
Cornish fiction collection to name a few); an entire room devoted to Poetry; the Napoleonic collection;
a lovely Children’s library; and the Photographic Archive with its vast collection of early Cornish
scenes. In the Basement will be found the Newspaper Collection – surely unique in holding a
complete run of the Cornishman dating back to the 1810s as well as many other local and regional
titles. The Library archives hold a huge array of records: family histories, correspondence, art
collections, early 6 inch OS maps of Cornish towns, important manuscripts, early printed works and
extensive runs of Cornish periodicals.
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One of the book-lined rooms, and windows with beautiful views over Morrab Gardens and the sea.
Photos: Morrab Library

Membership stands at over 600 and there is a notably friendly, club-like atmosphere with many a
conversation about rugger, cricket and other important matters. The Library is staffed by a full-time
professional Librarian and two Assistant Librarians with help from some seventy volunteers in a variety
of roles. There are social events throughout the year and a number of discussion groups and classes
– poetry, local history, Shakespeare, arts and crafts. A regular series of afternoon lectures, talks and
music recitals bring members together socially and the reputation of the tea and cakes afterwards is
legendary. Free tours around the Library are conducted on Friday afternoons and much more
information can be gained from the Library website and social media platforms – Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter. All this for £30 a year – a bargain.

Comfortable seating, a relaxed atmosphere, and special collections to read. Photos: Morrab Library
From the Collection of the Falmouth History Archive @ The Poly
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A blue plaque to Robert Were Fox by Mike Jenks
On the 13th October 2021 we celebrated the life of Robert Were Fox FRS (1789-1877), a Natural
Philosopher, Inventor and Quaker Philanthropist. The event was organised jointly by our Society,
Falmouth University and the Poly. The day started with the unveiling of a blue plaque at the main
entrance to Falmouth University’s Woodlane Campus, on the Rosehill building which was the house
where he lived. Professor Ann Carlisle gave a warm welcome and Charles Fox unveiled the plaque.

The blue plaque, and Charles Fox giving the speech to unveil it. Photos: Mike Jenks

The unveiling was followed by a cream tea, a demonstration of one of his significant inventions – a
dipping needle – and the Poly’s Paul Smales lecture on the subject given by historian Dr Edward Gillin.
Robert Were Fox was the principal partner in the family firm, G. C. Fox and Sons, shipping agents,
1780 – 1810, and also Honorary Consul of the United States of America,1819 - 1854. As a
distinguished scientist he was made Fellow of the Royal Society 1848. His earliest experiments were
to improve the steam engines used to pump out the mines. In 1815 he investigated the internal
temperature of the earth in Cornwall’s deep mines and for the first time showed heat increased with
depth; this was known as the geothermal gradient. In 1832, his work on magnetism led him to develop
an improved form of compass, the deflector dipping needle compass.

The Fox dipping needle, and Dr Edward Gillin demonstrating it at the Fox Cafe, Falmouth University.
Photos: Edward Gillin and Mary Hesling
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The dipping needle was a compass with a vertical needle used to measure the angle of the magnetic
field. The ‘normal’ compass with a horizontal needle often gave unreliable readings due to magnetic
variations, causing, in the early 19th century, many ships to be wrecked or simply disappear. The
dipping needle made navigation reliable and saved many lives at sea. Historian Edward Gillin said that
these needles ‘were crucial devices in what was probably the single greatest scientific challenge in
early Victorian Britain’. Recognising the importance to shipping and Britain's interests, the government
of the day instigated a worldwide survey of the Earth’s magnetic properties, known as the Magnetic
Crusade.
Fox’s design was the most sophisticated of the time and was robust and operated well in all
conditions. Not surprisingly, ‘almost every early Victorian exploration expedition took a set of Fox
needles, including James Clerk Ross’s voyage to the Antarctic between 1839 and 1843, the
catastrophic Niger Expedition of 1841, the Franklin Expedition to discover the North West Passage in
1845, Edward Belcher’s surveying of Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, and the Philippines, and the HMS
Rattlesnake’s mapping of northern Australia’(Gillin).
Very few of these instruments remain, just two at Greenwich. But the Poly had one hidden away, and
more significantly it is the only one to work. The needle was made in Falmouth some time between
1841 and 1845 by the instrument maker William George. Edward Gillin arranged with the Poly to take
the needle on an expedition to replicate and test readings taken in Victorian times. During January and
February 2020 Edward travelled from Bristol to Cape Verde, Cape Town and St Helena.
This trip and the science behind it was the focus of Edward Gillin’s stimulating Paul Smales Lecture
entitled The Last Journey of the Fox: Cornwall and the Magnetic Crusade. This was a fitting end to the
celebrations of Robert Were Fox’s distinguished life.

Robert Were Fox, and an old photo of his home, Rosehill.
Sources: Jill Morison in Naomi Bassett Fox’s photo album; Illustration in ‘Caroline Fox’ by Wilson Harris (1944),
Constable & Co Ltd, London.
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A Falmouth soldier in 1815 by Nathan Rusden
I wanted to share a story about one of my ancestors.
Henry Rusden was born in Falmouth on 17th December 1780 to William and Elizabeth (Tregellas
Burn) who were married on 26th January 1769 in Falmouth. Henry grew up in the town and became a
carpenter. In 1807, the 32nd Regiment of Foot was visiting Falmouth, and Henry took the Kings
Shilling on the 7th of September 1807 and set off to war. He fought through the Peninsular Campaign
in Portugal and Spain (1807-1814). During that time, he was severely wounded in the left thigh.
War began again when Napoleon Bonaparte escaped from exile in early 1815. Henry took part in the
Battle of Quatre Bras in June 1815.

The location of Quatre Bras. Source: website, adapted by Editor

He and the other men of the 32nd were part of the 5th British Infantry Division under General Sir
Thomas Picton, Henry was in Captain John Crowe Company. He was the oldest man in his company
having been with the Colours for over 8 years.
On Friday the 16th of June his Regiment started to move off from Brussels at four o’clock in the
morning. They stopped, with the other columns of his Division, for breakfast and a rest near to the
Soignes Forest.
They then set off again arriving at Quatre Bras on the crossroads of the Namur Road at around two
o’clock in the afternoon. Henry’s Company went straight into action forming a square and fighting a
fierce and bloody 6-hour battle, holding back Napoleon’s armies.
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A British Square, attacked by French Lancers and Cuirassiers. Source: website

The fields were head high in rye, so much so that the attacking French had to sacrifice men riding
forward and plant flags close to the bayonets of the British Squares to enable the attackers to see
where they were. Then on came the French Lancers and Cuirassiers.
During this fight Henry was badly wounded and taken back to Brussels to have his right leg
amputated. Two days later, he would have been missed by his mates fighting at Waterloo. The wet,
tired, and hungry men from Cornwall started out with 647 men and ended the day with just short of
130. The most losses by any British Regiment at Waterloo.

The death of General Picton.
The uniform worn by the soldiers would have been similar to that worn by Henry Rusden. Source: website

Henry was discharged from the army in September 1816 aged 36 having served for 9 years and
twenty days.
He made it back to Falmouth and returned to his trade as a carpenter, marrying Clarinda Chegwin in
1825. He died in 1829 whilst working on the Falmouth Packet agent’s office at Bells Court, falling off
a scaffold and impaling himself on the railings below. Clarinda was pregnant with their second son.
The coroner’s inquest recorded him being of ‘irreproachable character’ and a ‘general favourite’ of all
who knew him.
Henry’s funeral was at King Charles the Martyr Church in Falmouth. His grave is now sadly lost, but
may still survive amongst the upturned gravestones in Fox Rosehill Gardens.
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Traffic controls in the Town Centre

The signs, before the shed!

The Falmouth Coaster polluting the streets.
Photos:Mike Jenks and Jayne Kirkham

For much of the year there has been an experiment to keep traffic out of Falmouth’s main streets
between 11.00 and 16.00. Wardens, sheltering in their shed, have turned away much of the traffic.
While some motorists may have been annoyed, it has made the streets so much better and pleasanter
for those walking through. With the closure of most of Church Street car park during this time, the idea
was to test how it would work, and whether it would provide a pedestrian friendly environment. This
potential change is a central part of the master plan. If it came to fruition, this would encourage a ‘cafe
culture’ on the streets, the road surfaces would be improved, new seating installed, and cyclists
catered for safely.
Unfortunately, the funding to pay for the wardens has run out, so the restrictions have to rely on
everyone obeying the signs restricting access during that part of the day. Of course, not everyone
does. New and more obvious signage is being planned.
One fly in the ointment is the Falmouth Coaster tourist bus. Not only is it too large for the streets and
usually empty, but it spews out diesel fumes into the faces of those sitting having coffee. Because we
allow the shuttle bus through town, this counts as a bus route, and gives First Bus a right to offer this
‘service’. The bus should be re-routed, or at the least a smaller and cleaner bus used instead.
What do you think? It would be good to hear of your experiences during the experimental street
closures, and what ideas you may have to take it forward.

The FitzRoy Barometer
Good news at last! After many setbacks, the barometer and its
granite housing will be restored, and put back close to its
original position. This will be underneath the ‘Stable’ sign.
When you read this, work will have started on the building of a
new plinth. But look out for the big move! On the 8th of
February, specialists will be picking up the heavy granite
housing from under the colonnade and moving it to its correct
position. Soon after, the stainless steel housing and barometer
will be fitted. Jay Gidman has done a great job in organising
and supervising this work.
Once it is all done, we plan to have a big celebration later in
the year when the weather improves.
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Planning Applications
We are continuing to look at planning applications for Falmouth and where necessary comment.
For a more detailed look, please see our website.
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/planning.html
The many planning applications we have viewed over the past few months have been of little interest
and of a generally poor quality. However, there are issues of concern, see below.

Not very appealing
Stansville, Boscawen Road. The proposal was to build a second home in the garden. It was refused
planning permission on the grounds that the permission to build the first house was conditional on not
building another house, and second that the site was a high value site protected by the
Neighbourhood Plan (NDP). It went to appeal, and the second home was granted permission. The
Inspector misinterpreted the NDP, effectively over-riding one of our key policies to protect valued open
spaces throughout Falmouth. A disgraceful and flawed decision, but virtually impossible to challenge
because it can only be done (expensively and riskily) through the High Court.
Poor decisions by Planning Inspectors, and as above, a disregard for our NPD, are a real worry,
especially if (when) Acorn Blue go to appeal on their appalling M&S building scheme (PA21/04472).
Their scheme was rightly refused, partly because of one of the NDP’s town centre policies. We need
to prepare for this, and ensure the strongest case against them can be put, and one the Inspector
would be unable to ignore.
The other concern, and something to look out for is the sale the Methodist Church on the Moor. Let
us hope there will be a good design for its reuse, and it won’t fall into the hands of an owner as
insensitive as the M&S developers.
Left: The M&S proposal
with a road through the
centre of the facade, with
parking for 14 luxury flats.
It brings more cars into the
street Falmouth wants to
make pedestrian friendly.
Right, the Methodist
Church.

.Subscriptions
A big thank you to members who have subscribed and simplified subscriptions by setting up Standing
Orders. And if you do pay by cash or cheque, it would assist our work and save postage by settling up
a Standing Order on your account - the details are:
Sort code: 52-41-31
Account number: 45084866
If you do set up a Standing Order please email our treasurer at jaygidman5@gmail.com
If you prefer not to set up a Standing Order can you please send a cheque made out to Falmouth Civic
Society to 3a Castle Close, Falmouth, TR11 4PE.
A reminder that household membership is £10 per year and single membership is £7.50 per year.
And above all, a wholehearted thanks for your continuing support.

Falmouth Civic Society
Tel: 01326 211196 Email: falmouthcivicsociety@gmail.com
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Falmouth-Civic-Society/573370802673192
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