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Coming our way soon! by Mike Jenks

It’s impossible to miss it, but the G7 is coming to
Cornwall from 11-13 June. The G7 countries are
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, UK,
USA plus (this time) Australia, India,South Korea
and the EU. St Ives is where the leaders will
meet and stay in the Tregenna Castle and the
Carbis Bay Hotel (who have turned it into one of
Cornwall’s ugliest beach fronts with rows of
luxury lodges). Falmouth has been chosen as the
location for the International Media Centre based
in the National Maritime Museum. This will open
on Thursday 10 June and close in the evening of
Monday 14 June. A very large number of

accredited press members will be coming, and
they will all be required to follow the all COVID
and entry regulations in force at the time.
This has been hailed as quite a scoop. The
government website says the G7 Summit ‘will
provide the best of Cornish hospitality for
leaders, delegates and the world’s media. It will
involve the whole of Cornwall, boosting local
businesses and showcasing this unique part of
the UK to the world’. Visit Cornwall reckons it will
boost our economy by some £50 million. But
what is it, what does it hope to achieve, and will
Falmouth be affected?

The International Media Centre at the G7 in Germany (Source)

1

The G7 meetings have been going since the
1970s. The countries involved are reckoned to
be the world’s wealthiest and most advanced
nations, representing economic military and
political power. The positive claims, according to
our government is that the G7 have ‘taken action
to strengthen the global economy and combat tax
evasion, save 27 million lives from AIDS,
tuberculosis and malaria, and supported the
education of millions of children in the poorest
countries’. And, our government suggests, in
2015 G7 helped ‘secure the historic Paris Climate
Agreement to limit global emissions’(1). However,
in 2013, according to an international relations
research group, they ‘tackled the developing
Syrian crisis (unsuccessfully), while more recent
meetings have covered topics like North Korean
nuclear armament, environmental issues, Brexit
implications, and the rise and fall of ISIS.’

Not only do we have the press corps here, but we
have also been designated as one of four ‘protest
sites.’ One of the others is Truro (Lemon Quay),
and strangely the other two are in Exeter and
Plymouth miles away. However, there are no
arrangements for protests in or near St. Ives,
which is probably where most would wish to
demonstrate. Falmouth’s Church Street car park
has been chosen by the Police and Council as
the location, the only other location considered
was The Moor. It makes you wonder how safe it
will be, located in the heart of the town, with only
three narrow entrances/exits, and surrounded by
the harbour.
As yet, it is not known which roads or how much
of the town will be closed, the extent of waterbased exclusion zones, or how large the Police
presence will be. Nor can there be any certainty
of how many protesters will turn up. Maybe,
because it is not next to the St Ives meetings, it
will not attract so many, but with all the world’s
press on the doorstep, it might well be seen as
the ideal opportunity to grab maximum attention.

This 2021 summit hopes to discuss resilience to
face pandemics, free and fair trade, and climate
change. Clearly the debates are important, talking
is undeniably a ‘good thing’, but the outcomes are
unmemorable and often less than impressive.

When it is all over, it will be interesting to see
what Falmouth will be remembered for. Will it be
our wonderful town, the spectacular harbour and
Carrick Roads, or our thriving culture, education
and businesses? Or will it be the attention
seeking protesters and the Police responses? But
if the claimed £50 million economic boost actually
materialises, we should insist that a lot of it lands
in Falmouth!

These gatherings of great power and influence
have, over the past 20 years led to large scale
demonstrations and protests by a vast range of
groups, most with valid and significant points to
make. They may range from environmentalists,
the excluded majority world, anti-capitalists to
cultist conspiracy theorists. It has been noted,
with some truth that ‘in many cases, the
demonstrations and the crowd control measures
used by the host country become the focus of
press coverage more so than the points
discussed in the meetings themselves’. Which
brings us to Falmouth.

1. The UN, not the G7, were responsible for the Paris
Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC).
Sources include: the UK Government; international relations
group; the Police; Cornwall Council; Falmouth; aerial photo

Let’s hope the World remembers Falmouth for its beauty, vitality and hospitality, and not just for the G7 protests.

G7 Impact on Falmouth: The closures and restrictions are announced by the Devon & Cornwall
Police on an ongoing basis. Notices so far are that: Grove Place and Maritime car parks, on-street
parking opposite and Cambletown Way will be closed 27 May - 19 June. Church Street car park will
be closed from 10-13 June. Identification will be required to access some areas - to be announced.
2

Dates for your diary - events organised by Jane Boriosi
28 June at 6.00pm
A talk by Matt Hudson, Marine Operations Director, Wave Hub Ltd., Hayle.

A Zoom presentation about the world's
largest and most technologically advanced open access site for the testing and development of
offshore renewable energy technology. Hear about it’s strategic role in becoming a focal point for the
Celtic Sea floating offshore wind (FLOW) cluster.

13 July at 2.30pm Summer Picnic at Princess Pavilion
This will be a social gathering to celebrate the lifting of the lockdown and to enjoy each other’s
company. We hope that Henrietta Boex will be free to join us, and answer questions about the
future plans for Princess Pavilion. Please bring masks, rugs, folding chairs. If it rains, we will be
able to go indoors and use the Garden Room
There will be a charge for tea and cakes.

4 October at 6.00pm A talk about ‘Ambos - Community-led Development’
by Committee member, Miguel Fernandes.
Ambos believe strongly in the value of community, and that the pooling of collective resources, skills,
ideas, money and time is part of the solution to create resilient neighbourhoods that live within the
carrying capacity of our planet. Miguel will talk about some exciting plans and ideas for Falmouth, and
for innovative ways of providing much needed housing and the building of communities.
This will be a real gathering (providing rules do not change) and the venue will be announced nearer
the time. There will be wine and nibbles and a small charge will be made.
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Falmouth’s Observatories (Part 2) - 27 Western Terrace
by Michael Carver
The Meteorological Council’s abrupt decision to cut off support for the Tower Observatory, was followed by
many arguments and a Cornish Deputation, resulting in an agreement to proceed with a more suitable site
in Falmouth. In 1884, with the Meteorological Committee’s promise that the £250 grant would continue for
another five years, a new site was chosen at the junction of Western Avenue and Killigrew Street. The
freehold of the land - I rod and 22 perches - was purchased from Lord Kimberley for £310, or for half price if
the land reverted to Lord Kimberley if the observatory ceased operation - an offer which was wisely
declined.
The inevitable funding appeal to members and friends was successful, the cost of the new building being
estimated at £1000. To celebrate, Lt. Synge the officer in charge of the garrison at Pendennis Castle was
asked if he could arrange for an ‘Assault at Arms’ to promote the new venture. He replied that the ‘men
under his command could not carry out such an entertainment’.

The Conveyance of 16 July 1884 and OS map of 1909 (Source: Scottish National Library)

From 1885 the new Observatory at 27 Western Avenue ran successfully for 36 years, its findings being
published in the Society’s Annual Report and distributed to other scientific organisations. Mr. Kitto
remained as Superintendent, with an Assistant, until Mr. Oakshott suddenly and mysteriously left Falmouth
and was seen no more.

The Western Avenue Observatory in its heyday (Source: RCPS records)
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In 1914 Mr. Kitto retired, after ‘44 years of valuable and
faithful service’, and was presented with a testimonial and
a portrait. Mr. Phillips, the new Superintendent, offered to
continue the observations if he were allowed to live in the
house rent free. Falmouth Town Council was asked to
contribute if the Society continued its work, and the Council
agreed to a grant of £130 a year, although some
Councilors objected, claiming that the Coastguards at the
Castle already carried out similar observations.
After some years the expense of maintaining the
observatory had become very heavy, and quite unjustified
by the small value of the scientific observations it continued
to make. In any case, in 1921 the Meteorological Council
again withdrew the grant, as agreed, and this time the
decision was accepted without argument.

The long-serving Edward Kitto

The Society was heavily indebted due to the reconstruction
of the RCPS building; the question was raised if the
Observatory could be sold and proceeds freely disposed
of. Legal advice assured the Committee that, since the full
asking price had been paid to Lord Kimberley in 1884, no
bar existed to prevent a sale. An offer of £3,000 was made
and declined. The Society was advised that permission to
erect a new building on the site would improve its value.
Pearse Jenkin, estate agents, reassessed the value
setting at £3,750. A Mr. Knuckey had shown interest in the
property and an offer to sell it at £3,500 was made.
Nevertheless, on the 6th November 1953 the RCPS
Observatory at 27 Western Terrace was sold to Mr.
Knuckey for £3,300.
Today the New Observatory still stands, as a handsome
Bed and Breakfast guest house.

The Observatory Guest House today (Source: Booking.com)
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Sea Salt by Jane Boriosi

Salt, naturally harvested from the sea around the Lizard (Source: Living Sea)

The availability of salt has had a huge impact on
mankind. With the spread of civilisation, salt
became one of the world’s main trading
commodities and was used for thousands of
years as a food preservative, long before canning
or refrigeration was thought of. We think of it as
an important seasoning for food but amongst the
Greeks, Romans and Byzantines it was highly
valued and the Hebrews used it to seal an
agreement or contract. It was found amongst the
funeral offerings in ancient Egyptian tombs and
African countries, south of the Sahara, used salt
as a currency, whilst the Moors traded salt and
gold weight for weight. Wars have been fought
over salt and the salt tax in France was one of the
causes of the French Revolution; Napoleon
Bonaparte used the tax to pay for his foreign
wars. Strangely the salt tax was only abolished in
1946. Did you know that the word salary comes
from the Latin for salt?

all you are likely to get a headache and in severe
cases the brain can swell and you could have
seizures, become comatose and even die!
However, if you eat too much salt you will also
have headaches, be running to the bathroom
frequently, become very thirsty and you will
develop a craving for salty foods, finding other
food bland and boring. Therefore, moderation is
called for and the average adult should only eat
the equivalent of one teaspoon of salt per day to
avoid heart disease, stroke and high blood
pressure.
Sea salt was harvested from the oceans around
Cornwall during the Iron Age and now, if you stroll
round the corner from Porthkerris beach on the
Lizard, you will find a moonscape of rocks and a
salt house nestling below the cliffs. The founder
of Cornish Sea Salt came across the remains of
an Iron Age salt works whilst out walking and this
gave him the idea to restart an industry that had
been vital to the pilchard industry and fishing and
farming centuries ago but had died out when the
harvesting of rock salt around the world became
easier and cheaper.

Salt is essential to the health of humans and
other animals and it is one of the five basic taste
sensations. It is the main source of sodium which
helps maintain nerve and muscle function and it
also plays a role in the body’s control of blood
pressure and volume. If you never eat any salt at
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In terms of salt’s composition, ‘the Dead Sea is reported to contain 21 minerals, whereas Cornish Sea Salt Minerals
contains over 60, due partially to the unique coastal geology of the Lizard Peninsula’. (Source: Living Sea)

Cornish Sea Salt was set up along the lines of the
original harvesting techniques but electrolytes in
natural sea salts from around the world are used
to enrich the brine and create the correct
conditions to form the sea salt flakes that are now
used in 33 countries around the world. Doubtless
you have seen the blue and white tubs in
supermarkets and restaurants and you may use
the flakes or crystals yourself and know the
distinctive taste that is much lower in sodium than
ordinary table salt.

of the salt is retained and the rest goes back into
the coastal waters. The sea water is filtered and
purified in a way that has virtually no impact on
the environment. The sea minerals are then
crystallised and here the Iron Age methods are
employed, as the saturated brine is heated slowly
in huge vats. Gradually salt crystals form on the
surface and then drop to the bottom but to
produce salt flakes much shallower tanks are
used and the salt forms into pyramids on the
surface. Once the salt is dried it moves to the
business headquarters in Gweek where it is
potted or mixed with other ingredients such as
pepper, seaweed or chillis.

The location of this salt factory is perfect for
pumping 15,000 tonnes of sea water everyday
and the unique environment defines the high
mineral content of the salt retrieved. Serpentine
and gabbro rock around the Lizard coast are rich
in minerals including calcium. Only half a percent

Next time you reach for the salt cellar or pot
spare a thought for this amazing mineral and its
long history.

Cornish Sea Salt factory near Porthkerris Point on the Lizard (photos: Jane Boriosi)
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The Rope Works at Ashfield, Ponsharden

by Chris Smith*

A recent article in the Society’s Newsletter referred to the Ropewalk at Arwenack Avenue. This
however wasn’t the only such place in the town. It doesn’t take much imagination to appreciate that a
thriving port serving a mining district hinterland would be a great consumer of rope and wire, so many
similar businesses prospered at a time when Cornwall was leading the world’s first industrial
revolution.
Arguably, at least from the 1790s, a larger rope works existed at a site now occupied by Sainsburys.
Originally operated by the Quaker Tregelles family, by 1840 they had intermarried with the Quaker
Stephens family of Hayle and Penzance who were also rope makers, but on a grander scale. The site,
of some 32 acres, was originally part of Penwerris Barton. The land changed hands many times from
the earliest known date in Medieval times; by 1532 it was leased to the Killigrews who eventually took
ownership. In 1607 it was mortgaged to the Pendarves family who purchased it in 1631. Later on it
was passed to the Bassetts of Tehidy and Lord de Dunstanville. Prior to being known as Ashfield, the
area was identified as Penshanda (the house between the valleys) and also Newgate.
A cottage was on the site in 1520, which may have formed the foundations of the present day Ashfield
House, and a grander manor house was built alongside in 1702. As the Stephens prospered, they
rebuilt the house in Victorian times and then knocked it down for a grander effort in 1877. This
building burnt down in 1972, when the tenant was Lionel Miskin of School of Art fame.

Ashfield and the Wire & Hemp Rope Works in 1909 (Source: National Library of Scotland, OS 6” map 1909)

The rope works itself grew dramatically, as can be seen from 20th century photographs on the next
page. Part of it formed a covered walk heading towards the Four Winds summit, where men and
women were spaced every 20 yards spinning hemp. Steam power replaced human and horse
powered whim as the energy source for the works in 1848, and in 1899 many more buildings were
erected to expand production. Employing about 32 people in 1851, by 1926 150 worked there. World
War 1 was not easy for the family, being conscientious objectors and one of many points of friction for
them was refusal to sell rope that might be used for military purposes.
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The late 1920s were as disastrous for the rope works, as for many other Cornish family industrialists,
as the recession and up the line competition increased. The works finally shut its doors in 1928.
Following a brief tie up with British Ropes Ltd, ownership passed on to the Falmouth Transport
Company, while the houses were acquired by the Dale family of car showroom fame. The buildings
were finally swept away in the early 1980s to make way for the supermarket here today.

The Rope Works in the 1920s (Source: RCPS, copy from Tom Weller). Aerial view in 1923 or 1924 - Dracaena
Avenue looking very new was opened in 1923 (Source: Aerofilms postcard, copy from Tom Weller)
*Thanks are due to the late Morwenna Stephens for her family account, from which much of this information has been drawn.
Some aditional information was provided by Tom Weller, including Alan Pearson’s notes on a 1690 map by George Withiel.

The Falmouth Destructor?
Does anyone know anything about the Falmouth ‘destructor’? Presumably it was to deal with waste
disposal, but how? And was it ever in operation, and if so, for how long?
The ‘destructor’ is shown in red on a plan drawn up by the Borough of Falmouth in July 1939, also
showing plans for new housing to be built (marked in green). The drawing was done by H.E.Tresidder,
who was the Borough Surveyor at the time. Prior to the ‘destructor’, the site was in use as a small
power station - the Electric Light Station.
The site was close to the Quarry, located along the private lane behind Trevethan Road. The building
was still there in the late 1960s, but it’s use is not known. Now there are apartments built there, which
look like 1980s designs. An odd bit of history about which it would be interesting to know more.

1906 - The Electric Light Station (Source: National Library of Scotland, OS 6” map, 1906 revision of the 1877 survey).
1939 - the Destructor, Falmouth Borough Council (Source: RCPS)
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The Iconic NMMC by Mike Jenks
Iconic is a term that is much used and abused when it comes to be applied to a building. Falmouth is
no exception; when trawling through the planning applications, it is often the larger ‘modern’ designs
that claim to be iconic, presumably in the hope of persuading planning committees to approve them.
The ‘Liner’ building was one to make such a dubious claim.

Sketches by MJ Long showing a contextual view, and the iconic tower (1)

Falmouth’s truly iconic building is the National Maritime Museum Cornwall. Cornwall County Council
ran a design competition in 1996 which was won by architects Long and Kentish. The building was
opened in 2003. What makes a building ‘iconic’ is not always easy to pin down. But some research
suggests that such buildings should ‘symbolise the place where they are built’ embody cultural values
and are often different in visual appeal and architectural style. MJ Long, the architect, responding to
requests for a Landmark building said – ‘Certainly, but that need not mean that the building looks as
though it landed from Mars’(1). An early critique in the Architects’ Journal in 2002 said that ‘alongside
Eden and Tate St Ives, the National Maritime Museum Cornwall will be the third major visitor attraction
to help reinvigorate Cornwall's reputation as a major tourist destination’.
This is hardly a surprising judgement. Its distinctive tower and sloping roof, the natural materials of
granite, oak cladding and slate stand out, and resonate with Falmouth’s old marine waterfront heritage.
Its interior is a memorable experience, especially the spacious hall with boats hanging from the ceiling.
To quote MJ Long it ‘refers to Falmouth’s past, but without nostalgia, and it gives a form to the
museum that is an authentic expression of its operational requirements today’.
This is a building of the highest architectural quality. It is a fitting location for the world’s media
covering the 2021 G7, one which it is hoped they will appreciate and value. For all MJ’s thoughtful
modesty, the NMMC is undeniably an iconic building that has come uniquely to symbolise Falmouth.
1. MJ Long (2003) National Maritime Museum Cornwall: The Architects’ Story, Long & Kentish Architects, London.

Town Centre road restrictions - and planters!
From May 10th there will be an experimental trial in Market, Church and Arwenack Streets to restrict
vehicular use more effectively between 11am-4pm. (This time limit will also apply to the High
Street). The roads will be ‘reshaped’ using planters to make them more like spaces for people,
rather than just roads. The money has come from a government ‘Safely Reopening High Street
Fund’. Reshaping the streets (though not necessarily with planters) is in tune with the policies set
out in the Neighbourhood Plan and is being designed into the master plan for the town centre.
The principle is a good one, to make the town centre more pedestrian and cycle friendly. It would
be good to have comments on the design and layout of this experiment when it is in place. It can be
changed and getting it right will mean that the best experience can be incorporated into a proper
and well researched design for transforming our town centre streets in the future.
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Planning Applications
We are continuing to look at planning applications for Falmouth and where necessary comment.
The two below may be of interest, but for a more detailed look, please see our website.
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/planning.html
‘Down Under’, Penwerris Terrace, Falmouth, TR11 2PB. Application for the replacement of the front
porch, works to roof including the creation of roof terrace and addition of solar panels. Conversion of
basement and extension of parking deck. Creation of under parking storage area and works to the
west boundary wall. PA21/03588

There may be similar reactions to this proposal as there were to the White Wings application (shown in
the last Newsletter). The prominence of this building, especially from the water and Flushing, demands
design of the very highest quality. You may wish to comment.

How much longer?
The Queen’s speech to Parliament introduced the legislative programme, and it included the Planning
Bill. It represents a significant de-regulation of planning controls. Land will be divided into three
‘zones’: Growth Areas, Renewal Areas and Protection Areas. The first two categories will mean that
planning permission for most developments will not be required. The ‘Protection’ category will allow for
smaller development with limited controls, and Conservation Areas will be weakened.
Participation and consultation will be significantly reduced. We will be consulted on the division of land
into the zones, but will not be able to comment on individual projects. Housing target numbers will be
set, and will have automatic planning consent in Growth and Renewal Areas. With the extension of
permitted development rights, the status and force of Neighbourhood Plans could be at risk.
The consultation on the White Paper closed months ago, but has not yet been published. We have no
idea what extent of opposition and support there is for these proposals. Don’t hold out too much hope.
The planning ‘reforms’ are ideological and strongly supported by Johnson and Jenrick.
In future, it seems possible that our Society will have little say on the developments happening in
Falmouth, unless, that is, changes can be made to the proposed Planning Bill.

Falmouth Civic Society
Tel: 01326 211196 Email: falmouthcivicsociety@gmail.com
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Falmouth-Civic-Society/573370802673192
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