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Hopefully this will be the last AGM that we have to hold via Zoom! Of course, at this time a
gentle reminder, if you don’t already pay by standing order, to please renew your membership.
We will try to keep the business part of the meeting as brief as possible to give time to the
highlight of the evening,which will be our speaker Jayne Kirkham, County Councillor. Her talk
Place Shaping - The Future of Falmouth’s High Streets will tell us all about the exciting plans
for Falmouth, and what is being done about them.
Please do join us on Friday 26th March at 6.00pm.

Contributing to the Newsletter
In February’s issue, alongside our contributors from the
Committee, we received articles from Tony Casey of ‘We
love Falmouth Cemetery’, and short pieces from Sue Grigg
and Jacqui Bennett about laptops for schools. In this issue
Anthony Fagin has contributed an article on the
Ponsharden Cemetery Project, and Eleanor Williams, of the
Falmouth History Archive about Radioactive Falmouth. We
hope other members might also contribute.
Tony will be contributing more articles, and we also
welcome Falmouth History Archive volunteers, who will be
contributing regularly to our Newsletters. Thanks to Tanji
Cork for arranging this.

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum
A referendum was due to take place on May
6th along with the local elections. But,
because Cornwall Council felt this would be
too much to cope with, given the pandemic,
it has been postponed to a date in the
summer. The Plan has been effectively in
operation for the last year and is used by
the Town and County Councils in
assessing planning applications (if only it
had been in force when the Swanpool
Linden Homes scheme was planned!). An
action plan for the Referendum is being
drawn up, and our Society and other groups
in Falmouth will, hopefully, pull out all the
stops to campaign for a yes vote! Watch this
space!
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Falmouth’s Radioactive History
by Eleanor Williams, Falmouth History Archive
Radioactivity was first discovered in 1896 by Henri Becquerel. By the early 1900’s, when it was
discovered that some natural hot springs used for spa treatments were measurably radioactive, it was
being promoted for medicinal purposes. Radon gas permeates the water at many hot springs and
deep mines in Cornwall are a potential source.
In 1912, Captain Doidge and Mr W Tresidder discovered uraninite ore at Roskrow United Mine in
Ponsanooth(1) and reopened the mine to provide Roskrow Natural Water, Radio Active. Tin had
previously been worked at the site from at least the late 1600’s, when it was known as Balla Moon and
it was further developed between 1860 and 1870, as South Tresavean Mine. In June 1914, the
Falmouth Packet reported that radioactive water from Cornish mines was selling in London for up to
£3.10s (today about £360) for ‘medicinal purposes’. The report went on to describe the works at
Roskrow United Mine: ‘Adits have been reopened for several hundreds of feet, re-timbered and
cleared of debris… hundreds of samples have been assayed from burrows, lodes, pits, etc., for tin,
lead, nickel, cobalt, uranium, radium and other ores. … The accumulated water below adit level was
found .. to be very radioactive’.
In their History of the Manor of Cosawes(2) the authors state that Doidge and Tresidder ‘had plans to
open a spa so that “health seekers could bask in the radiation”’. Coincidentally, in 1914 a share
prospectus was issued for a grand ‘Hotel-Hydro’ to be constructed in Falmouth on the cliff top
immediately west of Gyllyngvase beach. As well as Baths, Billiards and a Bandstand, the plan
included a ‘Radium Well’ in the grounds.

The new hotel was never constructed, but following use as a military hospital during the war, the
former Pendennis Hotel (now the Royal Duchy) was reopened as the Falmouth Hydro and as this
press cutting shows, was still offering Radioactive Drinking Water to clients in 1925.

Fortunately for most consumers of ‘radioactive water’, the main source was radon, with a half life of
3.82 days, so that the level had declined considerably by the time it was consumed. However by the
1930s, greater understanding of the hazards of radioactivity and the introduction of food and medicine
standards finally ended the trade.
1. The location can be found on the minerals website mindat.org
2. Tinners, Sinners & Winners, The History of the Manor of Cosawes 1086 to 2015, Dorothy Archer and Colin Poole

2

Ponsharden’s Historic Cemeteries
Restoration and Conservation
by Anthony Fagin
Work will soon begin on an ambitious project to restore and conserve the two historic cemeteries that lie
alongside one another in Ponsharden: the Dissenters’ Burying Ground (1808) and the slightly older Jewish
Cemetery (c 1780).
Under the auspices of the Friends of the Ponsharden Cemeteries and with the participation of Falmouth
Town Council, owners of the Dissenters’ Burying Ground, and the Board of Deputies of British Jews,
owners of the Jewish Cemetery, a detailed conservation plan has been drawn up. This has entailed a
combined effort by a professional Project Manager, appointed by and reporting to the two principal clients
(Falmouth Town Council and the Board of Deputies), and a local firm of consultant conservation architects
possessing, or with access to, the requisite specialist expertise including engineering, quantity surveying,
archaeology and landscape architecture.

Illustration by PDP Green Consultants showing the condition and an elevation of the Glasson family monument

After closely examining the conservation plan and comparing it with competing bids for funding, the
National Lottery Heritage Fund has agreed a grant of almost a third of a million pounds (£333,100) towards
a total project cost of over half a million pounds (£567,548). The rest of the necessary funding has also
been either secured or pledged in cash or non-cash contributions from institutional donors and individuals.
The objectives of the project are:
● Repair, restore and conserve the physical built heritage of the two cemeteries
● Create a secure, safe, natural green space for the community and visitors from the wider Cornish
diaspora to access and enjoy
● Develop interpretation so that people learn about and engage with this heritage
● Use the historic themes of dissent and difference to tackle issues of anti-social behaviour with
young people and bring about change
● Create opportunities to develop skills
● Create new opportunities for volunteering
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A priority is to make the site safe and secure by restoring the two entrances on the northern bypass road
and supporting the overhanging earth bank also on that road. These essential engineering works will prove
expensive. Perimeter hedges will be repaired, and trees planted. There will be a network of pathways,
viewpoints and interpretation boards. Most importantly, there is a plan to repair, re-erect and conserve
certain grave monuments that have been damaged by vandals – although unfortunately some are beyond
repair. Since this is an outdoor project, it is hoped that COVID-19 won’t delay progress.
A professional bat survey to determine whether bat roosts are present on site has recently been
undertaken (there are none); and a tree survey has also been completed. Only those trees that are
seriously affecting monuments and structures will be coppiced or removed, out of respect for the resilience
of nature in re-establishing itself in the cemeteries. Since winter is the best time to do tree work without
disturbing any nesting birds, a start will be made in mid-February on coppicing and tree-felling in
accordance with the approved tree survey report. A main contractor will be appointed after a competitive
tendering exercise to start on site in July and to complete the major work by February next year.
Thereafter there will be a year’s activity and community engagement with the site being accessible to the
public, during which time Falmouth Town Council will continue to play a key role.
Signs of activity on site will soon start to become visible to passers-by. The fervent hope of everyone
involved in this project is that once it has been completed and opened to the public, the population of
Falmouth will take ownership of and pride in this priceless cultural resource that provide such an intimate
link with a bygone age, and will cherish it for generations to come.

A sequence of photos showing the moving and re-erection of a restored headstone
Source: Anthony Fagin
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Fame is the Spur

by Angela Shields

At this house, the White House in Fenwick Road, lived the famous author, Howard Spring (10 February
1889 – 3 May 1965)
He and his wife Marion moved to Falmouth in 1947 and worked tirelessly for the Poly. He was twice elected
President. More can be seen about his work for the Poly at this site Our History - The Poly at Falmouth He
was also director of the Falmouth School of Art and President of the Cornish Drama League.
Howard Spring was born in Cardiff, but his early life was not easy, as he had to leave school at the age of
12 when his father died, and he became an errand boy. From this he progressed to become an office boy
at an accountant’s office. Then he moved on again to become a messenger on the South Wales Daily
News. This was his turning point, as he soon became determined to be a journalist. For this he needed
shorthand, so he spent his leisure time learning it. He also took evening classes at Cardiff University,
where he studied English, French, Latin, mathematics and history. He graduated to be a reporter on both
the morning and evening editions of the South Wales Daily News.
From there he moved on to the Yorkshire Post in 1911 and then to the Manchester Guardian in 1915. His
time there was interrupted by the war and he was called up into the army service corps to be a shorthand
typist. He returned to the Guardian after the war as a reporter and in 1931, after reading Howard Spring’s
report on a political meeting, Lord Beaverbrook asked him to be the book reviewer of the Evening
Standard.
This was another turning point in his career, as Howard Spring had always wanted to write himself. In 1934
Shabby Tiger was published. In 1938 My Son, My Son was published and In 1939 he moved to Mylor (his
wife Marion's father had a house at St Mawes) to become a full-time writer.
My Son, My Son is the story of a self-made man William Essex, who rose from humble beginnings to
become a successful dramatist and novelist. It is also a story of friendship, a paralleling of two families, of
Manchester slums, of London, of Cornwall holidays, of the theatre, and the war.
Howard Spring wrote 27 novels, many set in Cornwall, and 3 plays. Probably the best known of his novels
today are Fame is the Spur and My Son My Son (originally called O Absalom). My Son, My Son was
successful in America and adapted there as a film in 1940 starring Madeleine Carroll and Brian Aherne. In
1979 it was adapted as a BBC television series. It starred Michael Williams, Frank Grimes and Kate Binchy.
Fame is the Spur covers the rise of the socialist labour movement in Britain from the mid 19th century to
the 1930s. Its central character, Hamer Shawcross, starts as a studious boy in an aspirational workingclass family in Ancoats, Manchester; he becomes a socialist activist and soon a career politician, who
eventually is absorbed by the upper classes he had begun by combating. This also was made into a film in
1947 which starred Michael Redgrave. In 1982 a TV series starring Tim Pigott-Smith as Hamer
Shawcross was made. The book was also dramatised as an eight-part BBC radio series starring Ian
McKellen, first broadcast in 1979 and most recently on BBC Radio 4 Extra in June 2020.
In 1965 Howard Spring died in Falmouth of a stroke. His gravestone can be found in Mylor Churchyard.
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What Next, and will it be ‘Beautiful’?
Falmouth continues to grow, but there is little
space left within the town boundaries. There are
only a few infill sites left that the Neighbourhood
Plan identified as being suitable for development.
Our growth on the peripheries, around Kergilliack,
is in land belonging to the Parish of Budock. The
developments are contentious as they spread
towards the village. But there is a large area of
land on Falmouth’s northern boundary that has
been earmarked by Cornwall Council for
development. There are two major sites, the

by Mike Jenks

biggest being land belonging to the Church
Commissioners between Lambs Lane and the
Penryn bypass. The other is the former Vospers
site belonging to Sainsburys, only a tiny
proportion of which is within Falmouth’s
boundary. Schemes have been proposed, for 300
houses on the Church Commissioners land, and
for a mixture of residential, student
accommodation and commercial on the
Sainsburys site. So far nothing has come of them.

Falmouth’s urban extension: Church Commissioners land (red), Sainsburys (blue)

These sites represent a further urban extension
for Falmouth, and depending on your view, could
be an opportunity or a problem. The likelihood is
that development will happen, so what should it
be like? The scheme for 300 houses was ‘more of
the same’, very much like the developer cul-desac style offerings being built at Kergilliack. But
changes are in the air. A Royal Commission
report Living with Beauty had the strapline ‘Ask
for beauty; refuse ugliness; promote stewardship’.
It advocated much that has been good practice in
urban design for decades, such as interconnected streets and the creation of distinctive
‘places’ through design. This was to be backed
up by more prescriptive guidance in the form of
design codes to ensure ‘beautiful’ design
happens. The report has been endorsed by
government and underpins its proposed reforms
of the planning system in the White Paper
Planning for the Future. The subtext is interesting
and featured on the cover of the White Paper is
the development called Nansledan in Newquay.

So, what might we expect? Already, a couple of
major developments in Cornwall represent quite
distinctive and different approaches. Nanseldan
is one, and Langarth Garden Village proposed on
the outskirts of Truro is another. Nansledan is on
Duchy land, and has a history, stemming from the
Prince of Wales’ development at Poundbury, and
his advocacy of traditional architecture. The
Prince’s Trust ‘controls’ development and they
turn to the past as a golden age when, according
to them, architecture (and everything else) was
better. In Cornwall, the first such development
was to the west of Truro on a green field site, with
‘Georgian’ crescents and a Waitrose disguised as
a Greek temple. Nansledan followed drawing on
‘Victorian’ reproductions of terraces and streets,
inspired by some Cornish housing examples from
the past. It is backed up by a prescriptive design
code and ‘stipulations’ meaning that owners are
strictly controlled in what they might do to their
homes, even down to the house colour and style
of door numbers.
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Poundbury, precursor to Nansledan: Queen Mother Square (fake on steel frame?), and street scene

Nansledan: Looking to past examples, Cornish style terraces, 1930s style shops

Langarth’s proposal takes a very different
approach. It draws on examples across the UK of
the best of contemporary housing and urban
design to arrive at different house types designed
to give character to the various areas within the

overall development. The houses combine the
traditional and modern to give distinctive styles.
Langarth also has comprehensive design codes,
giving examples and guidance about design, but
are not as strict as those in Nansledan.

Langarth: Contemporary examples, ‘modern’ houses, village centre shops

Both of these examples have their strengths and
weaknesses, and both are generally better than
much of the developer driven housing we see on
our peripheries. What is or may not be ‘beautiful’

will inevitably become a personal preference. But
it would be nice if we had a choice, a preference
for looking back or looking forward. Or will we just
be landed with ‘more of the same’?
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Climate Emergency
Cornwall Council declared a climate emergency on 22 January 2019 and published its action plan six
months later. The Council is now asking for our views on it’s Climate Emergency Development Plan
Document (DPD) which was published this February. This is a significant part of Cornwall’s Climate
Change Action Plan.

The DPD sets out 22 Policies covering climate change principles, the natural climate, rural
development, town centres, transport, renewable and sustainable energy and construction, coastal
change and flooding. This document is important as it will underpin the Local Plan. One of its key aims
is to support development of ‘the right things in the right location’, and ‘sustainable practice,
environmental growth and carbon reduction’.
Well worth a look, and you may be inspired to respond to the consultation.
While on the topic of consultation, changes to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) are out
for consultation. On the face of it these are anodyne, until you reach paragraph 53 about making it
even more difficult to apply an Article 4 restriction to protect our environment from permitted
development rights, particularly our high streets to convert shops to residential. Falmouth has a
widespread Article 4 in force preventing more homes being converted into HMOs. We believe that this
change is completely undesirable and should be opposed. Do look at the consultation and hopefully
respond to oppose paragraph 53.

Magical Cornwall!
‘David Morris, who captured the extraordinary
sight on camera, declared himself “stunned”
when he noticed a giant tanker floating above
the water as he looked out to sea from Gillan
near Falmouth.
The effect is an example of an optical illusion
known as a superior mirage. Such illusions are
reasonably common in the Arctic but can also
happen in UK winters when the atmospheric
conditions are right, though they are very rare.
The illusion is caused by a meteorological
phenomenon called a temperature inversion’.
(Extract from the Guardian)
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Plans for Social Events in 2021

- Jane Boriosi

During the year we hope to be able to return to some visits, face to face talks and social occasions.
Sadly, last year we had to put on hold a visit to Bodmin Recycling, although we were fortunate enough
to have a very interesting presentation from their Education Officer about where all our household
waste goes. We also missed out on a visit to the Geothermal Project at United Downs, a visit to the
new resources centre, Kresen Kernow and a trip to Cornish Lithium. However, we were treated to a
fascinating talk by Senior Geologist at Cornish Lithium, Lucy Crane and she has invited us to visit the
site once lockdown is over. If anyone would like to do this, please let us know.
The good news is that we shall be able to visit Kresen Kernow in the autumn and if anyone has a
particular subject related to Cornwall that they would like to look at while at the centre please can they
tell us as it takes some time to prepare the files for viewing.
We also have planned a walk round Falmouth Cemetery with Glyn Winchester (Glyn gave us a tour
of artists’ graves a couple of years ago). Glyn has recommended the podcast On the Hill presented by
Sherezade. She has made some interesting podbeans on local characters from the past and the
latest is on Roy Coote, the boxer from Penryn. There are some facts on the Cemetery and Green
spaces and Sherezade has a very soothing voice!
Weather permitting we may be able to visit the Opes of Falmouth and you will have seen Angela’s
interesting photographs of these picturesque alleys and steps in the newsletter over several months. A
social gathering in the summer at Princess Pavilion is in the pipeline and, of course, we trust that we
shall be able to return to our Christmas lunch at the Falmouth Hotel; you have time to revise your
knowledge of all things local for our now famous, and sometimes difficult, quiz.
There will be more news as everyday life returns to normal and dates and venues will be published in
this newsletter.
Kresen Kernow

Barrack’s Ope

Falmouth Town’s Events - more details can be found here
June
11th to 13th G7 Cornwall (Media Centre at NMMC), and Falmouth Classics
19th from 6.00pm - Falmouth Virtual Shanty Festival
August
6th to 15th Falmouth Week, including Falmouth Sailing Week
17th to 19th Falmouth Tall Ships, parade of sails on the afternoon of the 19th
September
5th Tour of Britain - cycling
October
7th to 10th Falmouth Oyster Festival
November
25th Christmas Lights switch-on
December
11th to 12th Falmouth Festive Weekend
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Planning Applications
We are continuing to look at planning applications for Falmouth and where necessary comment.
The two below are important, but for a more detailed look, please see our website.
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/planning.html

The Marks & Spencer building - two applications submitted
Acorn Blue application PA20/02911/PREAPP
Pre-application advice for residential and retail units. 15 (No.) residential and 1 (No.) Commercial.

Pentire Group application PA21/00235/PREAP
Pre-application advice for the development of site into a co-working and innovation hub with an F And B
food hall offering to showcase local chefs overlooking Carrick Roads. We want to offer community events in
the space and develop the access by sea in a partnership with Falmouth Harbour. We want to provide a
space for innovation and growth with different local companies and freelancers coming together in the town
centre.
We looked carefully at the two proposals, and drafted a letter to both the Falmouth Packet, and the West
Briton. Neither have published it (yet?). This is what we said:
‘Falmouth Civic Society welcomes the news that the M&S building will be brought back into use. Of the two
proposals, one from Anchor Blue and one from the Pentire Group, we are firmly in support of the latter. The
Pentire House proposal gives back a great deal to Falmouth in terms of opportunities for work, and
activities that will benefit the town and add vitality to the town centre. It fits well with the aims and policies
for our town centre set out in the Neighbourhood Plan to create a revitalised and sustainable environment.
Not only are retail units planned on the ground floor but above are flats, which would provide more
affordable accommodation.
While the Anchor Blue proposal brings in some retail and 15 residential units, it is by their own admission a
commercial proposal and the housing provided would have to be very expensive. But there is one aspect of
their proposal that we are resolutely opposed to, and that is the breaking through of the façade to bring in
cars to park there. Not only is it ugly, but it also brings additional traffic into the main streets and runs
counter to our Neighbourhood Plan’s ambitions for making the main streets a better and more welcoming
place by pedestrianising it for most of the day. We believe that this aspect of the Anchor Blue proposal
should be refused permission.
We hope that the more community focused proposal will come to fruition, or failing that, a proposal for retail
and residential that is car-free’.

Falmouth Civic Society
Tel: 01326 211196 Email: falmouthcivicsociety@gmail.com
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Falmouth-Civic-Society/573370802673192
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