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Happy New Year
We wish you a happy and vaccinated New Year! We hope for better things and a
return to normal so that we can resume our social programme and activities again.
In the meantime, we trust you will enjoy this first Newsletter of 2021.

Cornish buildings that need cherishing
The Cornish Buildings Group, with the support of Historic England and the Cornish Heritage Trust, have
just published their list of buildings most at risk in 2021. The list is in three categories - high, medium and
low risk. 56 buildings are listed, of which 17 are high risk, 24 medium, and 15 at low risk. It makes for
interesting reading and the list can be found at the following website:
https://buildingsatrisk.wordpress.com/2021/01/06/buildings-at-risk-list-2021/
The Group contacted our Society, and Angela Shields liaised with them in adding two Falmouth buildings to
the list. Number 39 High Street was included as being at medium risk. They noted that it is a 20th century
unlisted building in a conservation area that is in the early stages of decay and needs attention. Also
included at low risk is the Falmouth Art School, one we are concerned about and particularly wish to get
listed. It is a unique purpose built Arts and Crafts studio building that also is an icon in the cultural history of
Falmouth. It’s details are in the Neighbourhood Plan’s Local Listing Report
The good news is that the Arwenack Gateposts, that were certainly ‘at risk’, have been repaired. Crumbling
stonework has been replaced using the original details, and the masonry has been stabilised and
repointed. As seems normal these days, some of the former ‘repairs’ have been kept as a record of some
of the changes over time.
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Reminders for your Diary
Tuesday 16th Febrary at 6.00pm
A talk via Zoom on Renewable Energy given by Dr Adam Feldman, Senior
Lecturer, Renewable Energy Group, University of Exeter. This will be a follow on
from a presentation Dr Feldman gave us two years ago when we learnt so much
about the research being done here in Cornwall. All of us were inspired last time so
please do join in on 16th February.

Thursday 28th January at 3.00pm
Anthony Fagin has been invited by Kresen Kernow (the Cornwall Archive
Centre) to give an illustrated Zoom talk on Falmouth’s historic Jewish cemetery.
Free tickets in advance through Eventbrite.

Fairtrade Fortnight 2021
22nd February – 7th March

What is Fairtrade?
Fairtrade is about decent working conditions, local sustainability and fair terms of trade for farmers
and workers in the developing world. Fairtrade is a simple way to make a difference to the lives of
people who grow the things we love.

What can we do?
There are over 4,500 fair trade certified products for sale through retail and catering outlets in the
UK. For example, one in three bananas bought in the UK is Fairtrade and that makes a huge
difference to thousands of farmers, workers and their families. Falmouth has been a Fairtrade
Town since 2005. Sadly, due to COVID 19, many of the usual outlets are closed. You should still
be able to find some FT products locally in the Natural Store, Tesco, Sainsbury’s and the Co-op.
During Fairtrade Fortnight last year, a coffee morning was held in the Council Chambers to
publicise and sell FT products. It was a very successful event. This year, the Fairtrade
Foundation’s celebrations will be virtual with an online festival. Locally, Falmouth’s shops that
already sell FT goods will be asked to display/promote their FT stock during the two weeks
starting 22nd February. Meanwhile, please see next month’s newsletter for any further
developments, and more information can be seen on the FT website https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/.
And when you shop, look for the FT logo!
Report by Margaret Jenks
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Swanpool and the Trembling Seamat

by Tanji Cork

Earlier this week, whilst out for our daily exercise around Swanpool and beyond, my husband and I were
uplifted, as always, by the beauty of the lake, the wonderful light reflecting on the water, the abundant
wildlife and glorious birdsong. The swans and cygnets were out in force enjoying the attention of some little
children and it was a joy to behold. It is a calming and peaceful area which has been very much needed in
these taxing times.

At both ends of the pool, notice boards can be found with information on the history and wildlife of the area.
It is a fascinating read. The lake was originally part of the sea. Later the area was cut off by a shingle bar
(now covered by the road) and the pool was created. It was originally three times larger and the water level
was three metres higher. A culvert was built in 1826 between the sea and the fresh water lake to lower the
water level. Research on the internet reveals that from the early part of the 18th century there was a leadsilver mine lode which passed under the southwestern corner of the lake. It was 150m deep and produced
£60,000 worth of silver-lead ore.
Now it is a Nature Reserve. The lake is a perfect mix of fresh and salt water and at the deepest point is
2.5m. On a high tide fish and eels can enter the pool through the culvert. The brackish waters
support many different plants and species, over 100 bird varieties and also a wonderful creature which was
discovered there in 1997. This animal is called The Trembling Sea Mat (Victorella pavida). It looks like a
plant and in summer, during the peak of the growth season, can have the appearance of velvet, however it
belongs to a group of primitive animals called bryozoa, each one being only one or two millimetres in size.
It lives underwater, in colonies attached to plants, stone, concrete or wood and feeds using a crown of
tentacles covered in tiny hairs which catch food from the water. It thrives in Swanpool because of the
balance of salt and fresh water. It is so special and as it is found nowhere else in Britain, the pool has been
given the status as a Site of Special Scientific Interest

Something to think about when you next pass by the lake!
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Kennall Vale

by Jane Boriosi

There is a magical place a few miles from Falmouth that provides a very different walk from the cliff paths
and beaches . It doesn’t matter what time of year you visit Kennall Vale because there is always
something different to admire and entrance the imagination. In the winter when there has been a lot of
rain the River Kennall running through the valley pounds the boulders and the roaring is loud and quite
mesmerising. In the summer the leafy glades formed by the trees provide dappled shade with wonderful
places to sit and think about the valley’s natural beauty and the industrial heritage of the 19th century.
Originally this 20-acre site near Ponsanooth was a gunpowder works making explosives for mining and
quarrying. It began in 1812 when the Kennall Gunpowder Company were licensed to supply working
mines in west Cornwall and further afield, and at the height of its business was employing 50 people.
During its busiest period the works were producing 4-5 thousand barrels of gunpowder a year and there
were over 50 buildings involved in the production. However, with the advent of gelignite and dynamite,
gunpowder was no longer used for mining and the site closed in 1910, but stone was still quarried from
the site and was used frequently to make memorials after World War I.
Now you will only find the ruins of some of the mills plus the Corning House, the Mixing House, the
Change House and the Packing House and it was here that the gunpowder was ground further and
mixed. This was a dangerous job and only small amounts of powder were allowed in the same house at
one time to lessen the risk of explosion. There were accidents during the years of production and one
was so serious that five of the mills blew up and one roof purportedly travelled a mile. One poor man was
killed. The surrounding trees were planted to lessen the force of any potential explosion and they stand
today as testament to that. The workers wore woollen suits as these were thought to give a degree of
protection as well! You will notice that the mills have leats, diverted from the river, running through them
and the water wheels within them ground the sulphur, charcoal and saltpetre, the three main ingredients.
Now the forest land is looked after by Cornwall Wildlife Trust and is a favoured walking trail and it is the
best place in Cornwall to see dippers and the rare greater horseshoe bat. Not only is there a wealth of
wildlife to look at, but this is one of the last few surviving examples of 19th century gunpowder
manufacturing buildings; all are in a state of ruin, covered in moss and ferns but they are very beautiful
now that nature has blended them with this spectacular environment.
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Wandering roads

by Mike Jenks

increasingly dominant in development. The aim
was to ensure the free flow of traffic at 30mph
in urban areas. This meant wide roads, large
junctions, and in residential development,
houses seemed to be fitted in to suit roads, with
vast areas of tarmac designed for cars, not
people. The term SLOAP was used to describe
this desertification – Space Left Over After
Planning. But on holiday, Eddie Jenkins was
walking around the narrow streets of Cornish
villages, often with no pavements, where cars
and pedestrians mixed in safety. The winding
streets and narrow spaces meant cars had to
drive at walking pace. He thought, if that could
happen in Cornwall, then why not design new
housing developments in a similar more
pedestrian friendly way. He was in a position to
make a difference, and this he did in a
pioneering scheme at The Croft, Halton Brow in
Runcorn.

We all know what a street is like; a road lined
with houses, with pavements and sometimes
trees and verges. It could be Killigrew Street,
Marlborough Road, Woodlane or many other
places in Falmouth. It is a clear and
recognisable urban form. So why is it that so
much housing on the edges of our towns built in
the 1980s and onwards look like random
collections of houses scattered around the
environment? Golden Bank, and much of the
new housing springing up around Falmouth
appears to have the same lack of logic to its
urban form. That change could well have been
down to Cornwall.
In the early 1960s a senior highway engineer,
Eddie Jenkins, from Runcorn New Town
(designated in 1964) took his holidays in
Cornwall, and he saw the light! At the time
when car ownership was increasing, highway
engineering standards had become

The Croft, Halton Brow: In 1980s, and today – narrow twisting slow speed roads, trees and no pavements

guide setting out ‘reduced’ highway standards,
winding roads, informal layouts and shared
surfaces. Soon after, Government published
the key guidance in Design Bulletin 32
‘Residential Roads and Footpaths’ (1977)2.
Government was promoting the idea that
housing layouts should reflect the ‘nature of the
local place’, and not the ‘rigid requirements of
vehicular movement’. Many local authorities
followed suit setting out new standards, and
Cheshire was the model that most followed.
Apart from Essex, all were keen not to
prescribe actual designs, giving simplified
diagrams to explain principles, and give more
freedom for design ideas – to ‘let a hundred
flowers bloom’. The diagrams also showed
winding roads in a hierarchy, ending in culs-desac. And this was the root of a problem.

Halton Brow was radical. It was designed by
Runcorn Development Corporation in 1966.
The aim was to slow down cars by narrowing
the carriageway, to have a more tortuous
geometry, and, because speeds would be slow,
it had areas without pavements where cars and
pedestrians could come together on a ‘shared
surface’. It flew in the face of the 30mph
standards of the time, and it worked.
Halton Brow’s ideas were pushing at an open
door, as many were looking to make housing
developments into better places for people to
live1. In 1973 Essex County produced an
influential design guide to encourage the design
of new housing to be more like the traditional
Essex village. In 1976 Cheshire County,
drawing on Halton Brow, issued its design
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Cheshire Design Guide: Simple diagrams, and tree and branch layouts tended to be copied by developers.
But the guidance was produced with the best intentions to safely mix cars and pedestrians and make better
places for people to live in.

30mph roads began to dominate again, so the
innovation and the quality of Halton Brow
increasingly became lost. This type of
development, mostly by the large housing
developers, became ubiquitous across the
country. Golden Bank is no exception, and
while providing nice houses in which to live, it
exemplifies the 1980s move away from
traditional streets to cul-de-sac developments,
with visually formless clusters of houses.

Developers jumped on this guidance. Narrower
roads and the possibility to do away with
pavements saved costs. The simple diagrams
were often interpreted as ‘designs’ to follow and
therefore make it easier to get planning
permission. So came the dominance of tree
and branch type layouts with wandering roads
leading to shared surface culs-de-sac. Instead
of creating a place that was responsive to the
locale, standard patterns emerged. Apart from
some shared surfaces, highway standards for

Golden Bank: Clusters of houses rather than streets, wide roads, verges and pavements, and branches off
with shared surface culs-de-sac.
1.For example, critics at the time such as Ian Nairn who published a polemic ‘Outrage’ and coined the term
‘Subtopia’, and David Crawford and Mel Dunbar who complained of the ‘Straightjacket’ of highway
standards.
2.The key authors were Mel Dunbar in Essex, Ian Davison in Cheshire and John Noble in the Department
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John Harris, Poet

by Angela Shields

Walking down Killigrew Street, have you noticed
the Blue Plaque to John Harris? It can be seen at
number 84.
But who was John Harris?
We know that he was born in 1820 near
Camborne and that his father was a miner. He
would only have received a rudimentary
education, because very early on he followed his
father down the mine at Dolcoath.
However, such must have been his calling to
write poetry, in spite of a hard manual job and
poverty, that when he could not afford ink and
paper, he wrote in blackberry juice on wrapping
paper! This is reminiscent of Alfred Wallis, the
artist, painting with household paint on
cardboard.

The Mine:
Hast ever seen a mine? Hast ever been
Down in its fabled grottoes, wall’d with gems,
And canopied with torrid mineral-belts,
That blaze within the fiery orifice?
…………………..
And wondering at the uncouth passages
Dash’d in the sparry cells by Fancy’s wand;
And oft have paused, and paused again, to hear
The eternal echo of its emptiness.

His first poems naturally reflected the life he
knew. One such is ‘The Mine’.
The full poem can be read in Cornwall in Verse
Penguin 1983 ISBN 0140423052 Edited with an
introduction by Peter Redgrove, who was an
internationally known poet, who came to live in
Falmouth. His portrait, with his wife, the poet
Penelope Shuttle, can be seen in Falmouth
Library.
John Harris’ poems were very powerful and they
soon attracted attention after one was published
in a magazine. His first collection, Lays from the
Mine, the Moor and the Mountain, was published
in 1853 and this enabled him to leave the mine
and take up a position as a scripture reader and
town missionary in Falmouth. Thus, began his
association with Falmouth.
Several volumes of Harris’ poetry were published
during his lifetime including A Story of Carn Brea,
a place that was very special to him.
After coming to Falmouth from mining, his poetry
takes on a softer edge. One such is the poem
chosen by the friends of Princess Pavilion to
have on a stone in Gyllyngdune Gardens.
John Harris died in 1884 and he had asked that
he be buried at Treslothan Chapel at the foot of
Carn Brea. His grave can be found there, where
he is buried next to his daughter Lucretia, who
had died at the age of six.
There is a John Harris Society and details of this
can be found at
https://www.johnharrissociety.org.uk
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The poem on a stone in Gyllyngdune Gardens
How pleasant here at cool of day
Along the winding walks to stay
Where ebbs and flows the murmuring main,
Whose music fills the woodbine lane,
High on the beach with shingles strewn
As rise thy vespers Gyllyndune.
When last I chanced to ramble here
The winds were still, the skies were clear
Two lovers sat upon a seat
With ocean shining at their feet,
Whispering their loves beneath the moon
Which filled with silver Gyllyndune
Dear home of love! Sweet haunt of peace
Here weary life’s dark bickerings cease.
A sacred song is on the air
Which lulls to rest the storm of care
And lifts the heart to Heaven’s high noon
My beautiful, my Gyllyngdune.

Podcast about Charles Napier Hemy

suggested by Tanji Cork

‘On The Hill’ tells stories about Cornish cemeteries and those buried
there. Their lives and human history are reassembled and told with
original creative writing.
https://weareonthehill.podbean.com/
Season 1, Episode 10 - Maritime Painter Charles Napier Hemy RA
with Sarah Cave https://weareonthehill.podbean.com/e/s01-episode-10-maritimepainter-charles-napier-hemy-ra-with-sarah-cave
This is sound only, but you can Google Hemy’s name and enjoy a
wealth of images of his paintings at the same time

Where is it?
Yes, it’s a mile from Penryn and
from Falmouth, but where is the
stone? The angle of the photo
should give a clue!
Angela Shields took the photo, so
knows the answer!

Something to look forward to - Tall Ships 2021
This is what the Falmouth website has to say about it.
Falmouth has been chosen as the Race Start Partner for the Magellan-Elcano Tall Ships race taking
place in August 2021. The Falmouth Tall Ships event will run from 17th – 19th August 2021. The
parade of sail will be on Thursday 19th August. The Tall Ships fleet will race from a point in Falmouth
Bay to A Coruna in Spain
Prior to the Falmouth race start, the tall ships, along with hundreds of supporting local boats, yachts
and marine craft, will sail in company from their moorings in the Carrick Roads and inner harbour,
along the coast past Pendennis headland and Falmouth’s beaches. This is a truly fantastic spectacle,
one not to be missed and it can be viewed from a number of coastal vantage points in and around
Falmouth.
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Planning Applications
We are continuing to look at planning applications for Falmouth and where necessary comment.
The two below may be of interest, but for a more detailed look, please see our website.

http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/planning.html

Hooked on the Rocks PA20/11112
Demolition of the existing restaurant and replacement with a new restaurant and apartment

Oil Depot, Castle Drive PA20/03004/PREAPP
Pre application advice for proposed site remediation and redevelopment to provide 6 residential units, a
new town park and associated works.
We have drafted some largely supportive comments, and welcomed the creation of a park for the Town.
Past designs by Devington Homes in 2014 proposed 76 dwellings. This proposal has ended with six
dwellings. The proposed homes (like them or not!) are ‘dug in’ with green roofs, with minimal visual impact.

Falmouth Civic Society
Tel: 01326 211196 Email: falmouthcivicsociety@gmail.com
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Falmouth-Civic-Society/573370802673192
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