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Adam Feldman Zoom talk on Renewable Energy
NB - Change of date - to Tuesday 23rd February, 6.00pm
Dr Adam Feldman of the Renewable Energy Group, University
of Exeter originally qualified in Medicine and he practiced as a
Consultant Orthopaedic and Trauma Surgeon’. For 20 years he
taught clinical medicine and surgery. But he was always
interested in energy and especially renewable energy, and
formally studied the subject at degree level, changing his active
career from medicine to energy engineering.
Fascinated not only by current and future proposals in the
energy fields, he has a long and deep appreciation of the
history and development of science and engineering. His talk
will be a follow on from an inspiring presentation he gave us two
years ago when we learnt so much about the research being
done here in Cornwall.
Please do join in on Tuesday 23rd February at 6.00pm.

Missed the talk?
If you missed Anthony Fagin’s talk at Kresen Kernow in January on Falmouth’s historic Jewish
Cemetery, you can watch it on this link - Falmouth’s Jewish Cemetery
And if you would like to know more, then do follow these links - Falmouth Cemetery - Kehillat Kernow
and Ponsharden Cemeteries

The Answer to last month’s question
‘Where is it?’ is
The bottom of Old Hill
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Fairtrade Diary Date
Following on from my piece in last month’s Newsletter about Fairtrade Fortnight, here is some further
information.
The Falmouth Fairtrade Group are holding a stall on the Moor on the two Saturdays of Fairtrade Fortnight.
The market is open from 9.00am to 4.00pm. There are more details on the poster below.
Margaret Jenks

Falmouth Market 1891, William Croxford (Falmouth Art Gallery): 19C postcard of The Moor
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The FitzRoy Barometer
We have submitted an application for Listed Buildings consent (PA21/00274) to move the barometer
housing back to near its original position and to install a new housing for the barometer. Jay Gidman
prepared the drawings and application, with help from Mike Johnson and Mike Jenks.

The History of the Barometer and its Importance to Falmouth by Mike Johnson
A FitzRoy Barometer was issued by the Royal National Lifeboat Institution to Falmouth in 1868 to coincide
with the arrival of Falmouth’s first lifeboat ‘The City of Gloucester’ (See below a copy of the RNLI Register
showing Barometer No 88 for display at Falmouth Custom House)

RNLI Register

Vice Admiral Robert FitzRoy was well known as the Captain of the Royal Naval Hydrographic Survey Ship
‘HMS Beagle’ which was fulfilling Admiralty Orders to complete scientific observations during a
circumnavigation of the Earth 1831-36. Charles Darwin was aboard at the invitation of Fitzroy. He returned
to the port of Falmouth in 1836 where Darwin disembarked and FitzRoy visited scientist Robert Were Fox
at Penjerrick House(See below).

Entry in Robert Barclay Fox’s Journal

Retiring from the Navy in1850 and elected Fellow of the
Royal Society the following year, he went on to mastermind
the development of weather forecasting, and he is now
considered to be the father of the Meteorological Office.

RNLI Board of Management Minute

FitzRoy became disturbed by the great loss of life
experienced by poor fishing communities around the coast
of Britain due to inadequate forecasting of the weather
before leaving port. Largely at his own expense he
developed suitable barometers in liaison with
manufacturers, together with his explanatory handbook
giving simple instructions.In 1859 he was elected Member
of the RNLI Board of Management and through the RNLI
and the Board of Trade, arranged for barometers and
handbooks to be issued progressively to all Lifeboat
Stations and the training of Coxwains in their use in
accordance with the RNLI’s minuted wishes.
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After FitzRoy’s death the RNLI continued to honour his legacy and a publicly funded barometer was
installed at Falmouth Custom House in 1868.
111 years later the barometer was reported stolen, as recorded in the Register (See above) and the
surviving granite housing is currently positioned within the private space of the Custom House portico, to
where it was moved by the Stable Restaurant from public space to allow a new doorway to be formed in its
original position.
Having become aware of the empty barometer housing and its importance as a Heritage Asset, Falmouth
Civic Society adopted the restoration as a project which would benefit the Conservation Area. With the
approval of Fullers Brewery and The Stable management, the Society raised the necessary funds by public
subscription to enable it to purchase a 19th Century FitzRoy Barometer. We have now funding, with
donations from many local benefactors, the developers of the FitzRoy Apartments, together with Lord
FitzRoy and Sir Robin Knox-Johnstone, and have negotiated with A&P for the fabrication of a secure
cabinet to house the barometer which will be set in the existing granite housing.

Illustration from ‘Cornwall’ in Pevsner’s ‘The Buildings of England’ Series (above left). The Barometer housing in
its original position (above right)

We have agreed with Falmouth Town Council and Fullers to move the housing from the Portico back onto
the public pavement, near to its original position, so that it can be accessed for viewing without first having
to seek permission to be allowed into private space in order to do so. We are now awaiting the outcome of
our Listed Building application to Cornwall Council.

RNLI Inscription cut into the Granite Housing above the Barometer, and The Falmouth Civic Society
replacement FitzRoy Barometer
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Threats to our Town Centre by Mike Jenks
As if the pandemic and the rise of Amazon and online sales wasn’t enough, along comes the Government
with an added threat to our town centre and main streets. Hiding under the title Supporting Housing
Delivery & Public Service Infrastructure were proposals for a significant extension of permitted development
rights, enabling development to go ahead, without having to go for planning permission.
These new rights would make it easy for developers and building owners to convert commercial and retail
buildings in our high streets into housing. To add to the offence, it was also proposed that any protection
offered by Conservation Areas be removed. In Falmouth, what would High Street, Market, Church and
Arwenack Streets be like if the ground floors were converted into houses?
We have responded to the Government Consultation which asked 34 questions, mostly biased, to try to get
the answer they want to hear. We did not fall for that! Along with many Civic Societies across the country,
we firmly opposed the proposals. Of our many concerns was the cumulative effect of converting ground
floors in high streets to residential, which, once started would be an irreversible process. This is one of the
things we said: ‘The more shops and vital functions that are converted, the less the attraction, and the less
footfall’ and thus the loss of vitality and economic viability of our town centre. But instead, we suggested
enhancing the vibrancy of town centres could be achieved by making it ‘easier to bring redundant and
underused upper storeys into residential use’.
This is a bad proposal that is ideologically driven, but we hope there is sufficient opposition to prevent it
from happening. The consultation closed at the end of January, but no date has been set for the responses
to be considered. Our full response to the consultation can be found by clicking this link.

Our lively streets and ‘active’ frontages. We want to prevent the conversion to ‘dead’ residential frontages
crammed into former shops – an example of permitted development rights in Southampton.

And yet another consultation is underway - this time about the Right to Regenerate. The proposal targets
what government sees as underused local authority owned land. The government believes that the reforms
‘could provide a quicker and easier route for individuals, businesses and organisations to identify, purchase
and redevelop underused or empty land in their area. In turn, a strengthened right would support greater
regeneration of brownfield land, boost housing supply and empower people to turn blights and empty
spaces in their areas into more beautiful developments’. The proposal would make it easier to force
Councils to sell their land.
There have been mixed reactions. Support from developers and some communities seeing development or
improvement opportunities. There are questions from others saying why just public land as there is also
dereliction in private land? And the motivation behind the proposals has raised suspicions, for example
reported in the Architects’ Journal, architect Tim Sloan suggested it could be a ‘land grab of public assets,
and misguided criticism of under-resourced local authorities’. Have a look at the Right to Regenerate
consultation and see what you think.

5

Review of Richard Bailey’s talk on the Religious Art of the Pre-Raphaelites
by Jane Boriosi

Our English Coasts by William Holman Hunt (image borrowed from the Tate website)

In January Civic Society members were very fortunate to be treated to a talk, via Zoom, from Richard
Bailey, Director of Music at King Charles the Martyr Parish Church on the religious art of the PreRaphaelites.
Richard became interested in the Pre-Raphaelites many years ago whilst tutoring a student who was
studying religious art. He told us that Pre-Raphaelitism is broadly defined as a movement within wider
romanticism which stresses realism and history painting, for example a key moment in time such as a
battle, a murder or an elopement. The movement was a reaction against genre painting, classicism and
also the unreality of the baroque. The artists were inspired by the theories of John Ruskin who wanted
paintings and sculptures to depict nature with maximum realism and this can be seen in some of the eight
images that Richard explained to us.
Initially, the principal themes were religious but later the artists in the movement also chose literature and
poetry as subjects and often focused on love and death.
The Pre-Raphaelite movement was started in the 1840’s by the “Big Three”. William Holman Hunt 18271910, Dante Gabriel Rossetti 1828-1882 and John Everett Millais 1829-1896. As time went by an extra four
people were added to the group and they issued a constitution about where art should go. Further on in
time artists left the group and more joined, some of whom will be well known to you.
The first image Richard showed us was the exquisitely detailed “Our English Coasts”, subtitled “Strayed
Sheep” by William Holman Hunt. This was my personal favourite out of the images we were shown, not
only for its intense colours and the minute brush strokes, but also for its symbolism.
As the presentation progressed Richard explained the religious significance of all 8 images and this was
fascinating. Richard opened our eyes to an engrossing topic and we must be very grateful to him for his
extensive knowledge on the subject of the Pre-Raphaelites and for spending so much time preparing and
delivering his talk. For those of you who were unable to join the Zoom on the day, Angela, our secretary,
very kindly made a recording for you to enjoy at leisure.

Christ in the House of His Parents by John Everett Millais (borrowed from the Tate’s website)
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Falmouth Cemetery – An Introduction
by Tony Casey from We Love Falmouth Cemetery
Tucked away on a Falmouth hillside, overlooking Swanpool, is one of the hidden gems of this maritime port
– the old cemetery laid out in the mid-19th century to cope with the fact that the graveyard of King Charles
the Martyr Church was becoming hopelessly overcrowded and unhygienic. It is now listed by Historic
England as one of 108 parks and gardens of special historic interest and the only one in Cornwall. It is also
classed as what is known as a High Victorian Garden Cemetery because its original layout and planting
remain largely intact. With the town’s maritime links it is home to the graves of not just local residents but
people from many parts of the British Isles and from around the world …. graves which can provide stories
of Empire, of endeavour and sacrifice, of the famous and the less well known ... from the artist Henry Scott
Tuke to local man William Bilkie who worked his way from farm labourer to becoming the last man
employed as a guard on the old Royal Mail stagecoaches running between Falmouth and Plymouth. One of
the most significant features of the cemetery is its war graves from both World Wars, some in formal rows
reminiscent of the cemeteries of France and Belgium while others are scattered throughout the grounds
with headstones raised by families of the deceased. A brief search will also take you to a collection of
international graves from the First World War … British, French and Muslim.
The existing site was opened for burial in 1853 when it was reported that “the present churchyard of this
town and parish is, from its crowded state and other causes, wholly insufficient and dangerous to public
health”. Since 1832 the town had been plagued by constant outbreaks of cholera and this was at a time
when the general feeling among politicians was that this was not a matter for government involvement.
However, various scientific surveys eventually led, in 1848, to the passing of the Public Health Act. Five
years later, this led to the setting up of a public enquiry into the sanitary conditions of the inhabitants of
Falmouth. While water supply and sewage were two of the principal factors being examined, the state of
the existing cemeteries was also to be considered. It was reported that the soil of the churchyard was so
full of human remains that, after a heavy shower, pieces of bone were to be seen coming to the surface.
Newly dug graves rarely exceeded four feet in depth, and it was not uncommon to expose four or five other
coffins when digging a new grave.
Two commercial but un-consecrated burial grounds had been opened on adjacent sites at what was then
known as Hangmans Hill and overlooking Swanpool. In 1854 these were purchased by a newly formed
Burial Board which began advertising for designs to the entrance, a lodge, two chapels (one Anglican and
one Non-conformist) and the general layout of the site. Plans were eventually approved in 1855, the
Anglican portion of the cemetery being consecrated in 1857. Later extensions were laid out in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. The oldest part of the cemetery lies at the very top of the hill, adjacent to
Pennance Road. Moving down the hill one encounters gradually more recent graves, passing through
those of the First World War, crossing Madeira Walk and on to the lower section culminating in those of the
Second World War. Recent burials take place across the road in a slightly more austere extension with little
of the magic and tranquillity of the older sections. Anyone taking a walk through the latter cannot fail to be
affected by its peace and beauty, with its mature trees, lichen covered headstones and abundant wildlife
and, at the same time, providing the opportunity to ponder on the lives of the people buried there, some of
which I hope to relate in future articles.

A quiet corner of Falmouth Cemetery overlooking Madeira Walk
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“Mad, Bad and Dangerous to Know!”1

by Angela Shields

In a window on the first floor of the shop Sifa next to Upton Slip, there is, scratched with a diamond, the
signature of George Gordon, Lord Byron.
What was Lord Byron doing in Falmouth? The year was 1809 and Byron was 21; he had just come down
from Cambridge. Like many upper-class young gentlemen, he wanted to take the Grand Tour. His travelling
companion was John Cam Hobhouse. Unfortunately, you could not get across to France because
Napoleon had closed it to English visitors. Therefore, Byron had to go via Lisbon to Turkey and to do this
he had to travel on a Falmouth Packet ship.

Even at this young age, Byron had other reasons for leaving the country! He had pressing creditors and
there was talk of a homosexual relationship while at Cambridge. This of course was illegal at the time.
Byron wrote to his friend Francis Hodgson about Falmouth:
The town of Falmouth, as you will partly conjecture, is no great ways from the sea. It is defended on the
sea-side by tway castles, St Maws and Pendennis, extremely well calculated for annoying everybody
except an enemy. St Maws is garrisoned by an able-bodied person of fourscore, a widower. He has the
whole command and sole management of six most unmanageable pieces of ordnance, admirably adapted
for the destruction of Pendennis, a like tower of strength on the opposite side of the Channel ... I leave
England without regret - I shall return to it without pleasure.
He also wrote Hodgson a poem about the occasion.

Lines to Mr. Hodgson Written on Board the
Lisbon Packet
By Lord Byron (George Gordon)
Huzza! Hodgson, we are going,
Our embargo's off at last;
Favourable breezes blowing
Bend the canvass o'er the mast.
From aloft the signal's streaming,
Hark! the farewell gun is fir'd;
Women screeching, tars blaspheming,
Tell us that our time's expir'd.
Here's a rascal
Come to task all,
Prying from the custom-house;
Trunks unpacking
Cases cracking,
Not a corner for a mouse
'Scapes unsearch'd amid the racket,
Ere we sail on board the Packet.

This is the first verse - click here to read more.
1.

Said by Lady Caroline Lamb, half-sister of Lord Byron
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Laptops for the ‘Make a Difference’ Campaign
The BBC’s ‘Make a Difference’ Campaign has been asking for donations of old laptops. After visiting their
website I struggled to find anywhere in Cornwall who was involved with this campaign. Eventually, I
discovered a website which is the Cornish branch of this campaign. Donated laptops have all personal data
removed, are reconfigured and then given to school children via their schools.
Some families are in desperate need of more devices as ideally each child needs their own laptop to
access lessons on zoom. If you would like to donate an old laptop, I’m happy to collect it and deliver it to
reboot’s headquarters.
Sue Grigg (suegrigg@hotmail.com)

£200

There has been much in the media recently about the negative effects of home schooling, especially in
regard to those children classed as disadvantaged. The staff in our schools are trying to provide high
quality remote learning to cover the curriculum by providing online classes each day and the children that
are able to access this are benefiting greatly. Some children with multiple siblings are using a mobile phone
to access their work. This means that they cannot interact as well with the lesson. They can only see the
teacher and are not able to see their friends faces.
I am the Centre Manager for our local Christians Against Poverty Debt Centre and have been working in
association with local churches in the Falmouth & Penryn area to either raise funds to purchase laptops or
to ask for donations of unwanted laptops that are still in good working order. We have managed to supply
the first school I contacted, St Francis C of E Primary, with the devices they needed, and the staff were
absolutely delighted to have them.
I am now working with Falmouth Primary Academy who have an even greater need. They require 40
devices as they have a long list of families who are using mobile devices and that is even before they begin
to look at families sharing one laptop between siblings. I have contacted other schools in the Falmouth and
Penryn area. Some have all the equipment they need, but there are still some that I have not had a reply
from yet, so the need may be even greater.
If you would like to help with providing laptops for our children, either by donating to our funds to purchase
laptops (a new one costs around £200), or would like to donate an unwanted laptop in good working order,
please contact me for further information.
Jacqui Bennett email: jacquibennett@capuk.org or telephone 0737 66 55 711

Cornwall Gardens Trust (CGT)
The Trust aims to protect Cornwall’s garden heritage by visits, talks, and recording garden histories, also
gives grants to school gardening projects and horticultural students in the county. The Trust helped
restore Falmouth’s Gyllyngdune Gardens, including work on the Victorian shell grottoes. Trust member
Jean Carr said, ‘The CGT cares as passionately about historic public gardens such as Gyllyngdune,
which are often overlooked and undervalued, as they do about those on the county’s big estates.’
Richard Stone, Chairman for the last six years, is stepping down and the Trust is now seeking a new
Chair. It is one of Cornwall’s important organisations, and well worth visiting its website to find out more.
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Planning Applications
We are continuing to look at planning applications for Falmouth and where necessary comment.
The two below may be of interest, but for a more detailed look, please see our website.
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/planning.html

Chapel Terrace, Vernon Place PA21/00434
Falmouth Theatre Company is applying for the restoration and enhancement of the existing building.
Retaining existing theatre space on ground floor level for community use with the insertion of an additional
first floor to allow for an apartment over, occupying the first floor and rear existing extension.
A welcome scheme to re-use the building, and, because of it’s poor condition, to save it. The building was
originally a Primitive Chapel, and is one of Falmouth’s heritage assets.

Middlepoint at Falmouth Docks PA21/00416
Improved vehicular and pedestrian access via existing dockyard. Refurbishment of tanks to provide storage
with car parking over.
The applicants claim that the removal of the green ‘top’ and its replacement with a car park, will not be
visible, but will it shine through the vegetation and be seen from Castle Drive?

Falmouth Civic Society
Tel: 01326 211196 Email: falmouthcivicsociety@gmail.com
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Falmouth-Civic-Society/573370802673192
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