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Christmas 2020
What a year it has been! But we wish you an enjoyable
Christmas and a better 2021. For now, we hope that you find a
few things to interest and amuse you in this Newsletter.

Sophie Anderson blue plaque - report by Angela Shields
At last, we have been able to put up the blue plaque to Sophie Anderson on Woodlane Cottage. Thanks to
the owner Lizanne Byrne for her permission and Falmouth Art Gallery and Henrietta Boex for the financial
help. Sophie Anderson moved to England in 1894 and painted and lived at Woodlane Cottage. She
continued to exhibit her work in London. She died on 10th March 1903 at her home in Falmouth and is
buried at Falmouth Cemetery. The portrait of the young girl is now on display at the Falmouth Art Gallery.

The FitzRoy Barometer
Progress has been slow with many delays, but now something is happening. Jay Gidman with Mike
Johnson and Mike Jenks are working to get the replacement inner housing designed and made, and
seeking quotes to get the heavy granite housing and base moved to near its original position. A Listed
Building application has to be made, and this is being prepared. Falmouth Town Council have agreed to
take over ownership and insurance once the job is done. Hopefully 2021 will see it back where it belongs.
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Zoom Christmas Quiz
Our recent quiz, compiled and hosted by
Jay Gidman, was a great success. Several
members joined us for a fun 30 minutes
answering a variety of questions.
Mike Johnson, our triumphant winner,
received some lovely home-made fudge
made by Jane.

Reminders for your Diary
Here are the social events organised by Jane Boriosi for the next two months
TUESDAY 19TH JANUARY 2021 AT 2.30 PM
A talk via Zoom by Richard Bailey, Organist at King
Charles the Martyr Church on “The Religious Art of the
Pre-Raphaelites”. Richard gave a fascinating
presentation two years ago to Civic Society members
on “Art in Christianity” and his new subject is bound to
be of interest to many of you.

TUESDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 2021 AT 6.00 PM
A talk via Zoom on Renewable Energy given by Dr Adam Feldman,
Senior Lecturer, Renewable Energy Group, University of Exeter. This will
be a follow on from a presentation Dr Feldman gave us two years ago
when we learnt so much about the research being done here in Cornwall.
All of us were inspired last time so please do join in on 16th February.

Harry Nicholls
We are very sorry to have to report the death of member, Harry Nicholls. He became a member just
before he and Brenda Button (already a member) got married two years ago. Harry moved to Cornwall
in the 1990s after having been a lecturer in electrical engineering. On retirement he was a very active
member of the U3A and until very recently, was secretary of Carrick U3A.
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Swanvale Garden Suburb by Mike and Helen Johnson
conveniently situated for access to the docks,
via a newly constructed Penmere Halt on the
GWR Railway. For this they acquired 300 acres
and, with considerable forethought, they
appointed a firm of London based architects to
create the house designs and layout.

Within the ‘Falmouth Neighbourhood Plan’, the
section titled ‘Character Area 9’ refers to
Swanvale Garden Suburb which is located just
off Penmere Hill to the South of Penmere Halt.
The land was originally farmed, with leases
going back to 1638 in the parish of Budock.
During the first quarter of the 20th Century the
Falmouth Docks and Engineering Company
had need of a rapidly expanding labour force
and a requirement for housing to be

Douglas Smith and Barley were well known
designers in the Tudor, Arts and Crafts, Garden
Suburb tradition. (see the slightly later Hanger
Hill Garden Suburb in Acton, London)

This is the original layout dated August 1923, with Penmere Hill and Boslowick Road
indicated along the top edge

A report in the London Times Newspaper of
1927 enthusiastically stated:

The Managing Director of the Company, John
Silley, initiated a proposal that the houses
should be built for the employees and owned by
them and to this end a ‘Building Thrift Club’ was
formed to which the employees contributed to
accumulate funds until such time as it was
possible to commence building.

“An experiment that is being carried out there
(Swanvale) is one of the most important that
has ever been attempted in the country to
secure the most amicable relationships
between employers and employees. It is more
than a garden village. It is a garden village and
a village by the sea in one. There are now 100
cottages completed.”

The start of the construction of 300 houses,
which were all freehold, was reported in the
West Briton dated 14 December 1923. The
construction of Penmere Halt was being
negotiated with GWR at much the same time.
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Swanvale from the air c.1934

GWR line to the docks. A sports field with tennis
courts and a pavilion is in the space below the
housing, with what is now Prislow Woods to the
right of East Rise.

The aerial photograph above shows the first
phase of houses and cottages in East Rise in
the centre. To the left, Penmere Hill shows
fields where there is now housing and Penmere
Halt is just above the top of the field on the

A tranquil view looking down East Rise from Penmere Hill c.1935.
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Garden cities, suburbs and villages

by Mike Jenks

precursors, the ‘big idea’ came from a book by
Ebenezer Howard written originally in 1898 but
revised in 1902 as Garden Cities of ToMorrow1. This set out the ideals and social
benefits for the Garden City, and the big idea
was illustrated as three magnets, showing the
advantages and disadvantages of Town and
Country. The third showed his proposal for
‘Town-Country’, unsurprisingly mostly
advantages!

Mike and Helen Johnson’s history of Swanvale
Garden Suburb shows what a special place it
is, and it is unique in Cornwall. The origins of
the ideas go back to the 19th Century when a
few philanthropic industrialists built Model
Villages for their workers. One of the earliest
was Saltaire (1853-63), but more influential
were Port Sunlight near Liverpool built by the
Lever brothers in 1890, Bournville by Cadburys
in 1890, and New Earswick by Rowntree in
1902. Although these may have been

Ebenezer Howard and his influential book and three magnet diagram

cities of Letchworth and Hampstead Garden
Suburb in London, but also in shaping housing
design in the early 20th Century, such as the
‘Homes fit for heroes’ after WW1, state aided
housing and Welwyn Garden City begun in
1920. Swanvale Garden Suburb, with a start
date of 1923, was an early adopter, something
unusual for Cornwall!

Interest in the idea took off, and in 1903 a
company, ‘First Garden City Limited’ was
solvent enough to buy land at Letchworth in
Hertfordshire. Howard’s ideas were broadbrush principles, and it needed designers to
give it shape. Up stepped architects Raymond
Unwin and Barry Parker who were steeped in
the Arts and Crafts movement. Their work was
extremely influential, not just in the early garden

Letchworth the first and Welwyn Garden the second Garden City
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Or perhaps not quite so unusual. In 2017 the
government announced its support for three
Garden Towns and 14 Garden Villages.
Ebenezer Howard’s ideas were revived. The
Town and Country Planning Association set out
10 principles for a Garden City model
‘articulated for the 21st Century’.

A third is in the offing and looks likely to be
Langarth Garden Village to the West of the
Royal Cornwall Hospital in Truro3. This has
recently been put in for planning permission
(352 documents submitted). The proposal
contains plans for 3,550 dwellings and a whole
range of facilities including two primary schools.

Cornwall was earmarked for one of the 14
villages, called West Carclaze outside St
Austell2. Its developers, Eco-Bos Development
Ltd, have obtained outline planning permission
for 1500 eco homes, a school, community and
health care facilities, employment space, green
spaces and a sports park.

It will be interesting to see how Cornwall’s next
Garden “Cities” work out. For all their potential,
they are unlikely to have the significance or
historic importance of Swanvale Garden
Suburb, which without doubt, should be
designated as a Conservation Area as a matter
of some urgency.

Some sketches of what West Carclaze might look like

Impressions of Langarth Garden Village
1. The full text of the book is available online at www.gutenberg.org
2.

Website – www.westcarclaze-gardenvillage.co.uk

3.

Langarth’s planning application - PA20/09631
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Litter picking on the terraces of Falmouth - Report by Jane Boriosi
Once a month a group of residents who live above Falmouth Harbour, sandwiched between
Killigrew Street and Woodlane, get together at the Gun Site at the side of Wodehouse Terrace.
Our very organised “leader” brings buckets, litter pickers and bags and provides us all with a little
laminated map of our individual streets for cleaning. We usually pair up and set off with
enthusiasm to pick up rubbish lying on the pavements and gutters for an hour or so. It is a very
satisfying job, especially when passersby thank you for your efforts. I love finding big items
because it fills my bucket quickly and makes me feel as if I am saving the planet!
Today I was walking with this lovely person (pictured below) but my finds were all small, mainly
discarded masks and cigarette butts and the odd beer can. Still, the sun was shining and we had a
lot of fun. Why not try it, too?

Victorian post-box - Report by Angela Shields

This post-box was pointed out to the Committee as being something we should take an interest in.
Member, David Peters pointed out that the post-box outside the Marine School is Victorian. The
wall needs some restoration, so it is worth keeping an eye out for it, as it could be at risk. Mike
Johnson did ask about listing but was told that it is protected (this is a Conservation Area), but not
listed.
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Monument to the Home Guard and my walk with Maud
by Jane Boriosi
This is Maud playing cards, but normally we are out walking everyday and
enjoy visiting coast paths and beaches all over Cornwall. During the
lockdowns we have stayed closer to home and been on Swanpool or
Gyllyngvase beach every morning and feel very fortunate that we live so
near the sea and in beautiful Cornwall.
That said, the ‘Liner’ building is one unwelcome sight which now
dominates the sea front and looms over the entrance to Queen Mary
Gardens and our Blue Flag beach. And here is another development that
we do not like to see, the Linden Homes by Swanpool Beach.

Unwelcome intrusions desecrating Falmouth’s natural beauty
So, we hurry past and take the path past Henry Tuke’s old house on the edge of the coast path to
Maenporth and on the point at the top we sit on the bench in front of the monument to the Home Guard
(one of the questions in Jay’s excellent Christmas quiz last week). My grandfather was in the Home Guard
during World War II as he was a retired naval officer and lived at West Bay, Maenporth, on the cliff edge. I
have looked at his old diaries from 1939-45 but the only entries which give any indication as to his activities
while he was helping to guard our county from invasion, are co-ordinates, times and place names on the
coast round the south of Cornwall.
Having skirted the perimeter of the golf course and looked down from on high at the beautiful Bay, we head
home via Madeira walk. It is time to have tea and crumpets and wash the mud off Maud. She likes a
shower at exactly 34c degrees and afterwards to be held wrapped up in a towel while the kettle is
boiling. Jack Russells rule in our house!

The Home Guard monument and seat at Pennance Point
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What’s open in town?- Tanji Cork
Falmouth Art Gallery
Open Mon – Fri, 10 – 4 & Saturday 10 – 2. Last
entry one hour prior to visit.
Current Exhibitions: There and Back & Here and
There. Free .
Advanced free online tickets available or drop ins available as usually quiet, but check first.
https://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Exhibitions/2020/1660~There_and_Back

National Maritime Museum Cornwall
Open 10 – 5 pm every day. Last entry 3.30pm. Pre-booking only. Also on Monday 21st December
open late for festive cheer, twinkling lights and carol singing. https://nmmc.co.uk/
What's On:

1. Lanterns and Lights 2020 - 2. Artist James Dodds’ Wood to Water - 3. Porthleven a Journey through Time

The Poly Falmouth
Various Events including films, exhibitions, music and theatre.
https://thepoly.org/whats-on

Gyllyngdune Garden
Now open

Library
Falmouth Library is remaining open for Click and Collect. Order your books online
https://www.falmouthtowncouncil.co.uk/services/falmouth-library

Pop Up Market in Former Bank - 34 Church Street.

Free Parking on Saturday
in the following Falmouth car parks:
The Moor, Quarry, The Dell, Church Street, Grove Place, Well Lane and Gyllyngvase Beach.
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On Christmas Eve my mother read
The story once again,
Of how the little Child was born
And of the Three Wise Men.
And how by following the Star
They found Him where He lay,
And brought Him gifts; and that is why
We keep our Christmas Day.
And when she read it all, I went
And looked across the snow,
And thought of Jesus coming
As He did so long ago.
I looked into the East, and saw
A great star blazing bright;
There were three men upon the road
All black against the light.
I thought I heard the angels sing,
Away upon the hill...
I held my breath...it seemed as if
The whole great world were still.
It seemed to me the little Child
Was being born again....
And very near...and Then somehow
Was Now...or Now was Then!
Planning Applications - We are continuing to look at planning applications for Falmouth and
where necessary comment. For a more detailed look, please click on the link to our website.

http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/planning.html

Falmouth Civic Society
Tel: 01326 211196 Email: falmouthcivicsociety@gmail.com
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Falmouth-Civic-Society/573370802673192
10

