FCS
Newsletter

Falmouth
Civic Society
Autumn 2021

Looking to Falmouth’s future

We hope you enjoy this rather delayed Newsletter. A lot has been going on, particularly the build up
and campaign for Falmouth’s Neighbourhood Plan (NDP). This is no longer ‘news’, but the 93.6%
endorsement on a 21% turnout was very encouraging. A turnout this size is what you normally expect
for a local election for Councillors.
The Plan has been in operation with significant weight given to it for the last 18 months while waiting
for the Referendum. But it now has legal force and must be a key consideration when Cornwall
Council assesses planning applications.
There are applications pending at the moment which may provide test cases for the strength of the
Plan. The first is the Acorn Blue proposal for the M&S building for 14 luxury flats and a road broken
through the front of the building for a private car park, thus bringing more cars into the heart of the
town. This would conflict with the NDP Town Centre policy to make it more pedestrian friendly and set
a bad precedent for other greedy developers to follow.
The second is a proposal to build two oversized houses on an old quarry beside Swanpool, in an open
space that was assessed as ‘high value’ and therefore protected from development in the NDP
policies for Environment and Open Space. Should this be granted planning permission, it would
undermine the effectiveness of the protection afforded to all our open spaces in the NDP.
The NDP should be a living document, and it is possible to revise and update it, although this can be
an onerous task. As circumstances and Planning Legislation change, so too should our NDP policies.
The recently enacted permitted development rights (PDR) for town centres have already badly
compromised our policy to protect the vitality of ground floor retail and commercial activities while
encouraging the use of upper floor for residential. The new PDR will now allow ground floors to be
converted to residential, accelerating the decline of our high streets. Also, new pressures from
initiatives such as Airbnb, the housing crisis and climate emergency mean that more will need to be
added to the NDP.
The work will continue, and a group is currently being re-established to do just this, and keep the NDP
at the forefront of future planning for Falmouth to 2030 and beyond.
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Dates for your diary - events organised by Jane Boriosi and Mike Jenks
RCPS Paul Smales Lecture - 13th October
A few tickets are available for the 2021 RCPS Paul Smales Lecture at 6.00pm on Wednesday 13th
October, in Lecture Theatre 1 at the University’s Falmouth Campus, Woodlane. The Lecture is by Dr
Edward Gillin, entitled: The Last Journey of the Fox: Cornwall and the Magnetic Crusade. It is about
the ‘dipping needle’, an invention by Robert Were Fox, which was an essential navigation aid in the
19C, saving countless lives at sea. The event is free, and all guests will receive a complimentary copy
of a booklet produced specially to mark the occasion: The Poly and the Dipping Needle. Tickets will
be on a first come first served basis. To request a ticket, email - events@thepoly.org

Kresen Kernow Visit - 10th November

Kresen Kernow holds the world’s largest collection of documents, books, maps and photographs on
Cornwall’s history. It is a state-of-the-art archive centre built in the shell of the old Redruth Brewery. As
well as over 1.5 million of Cornwall’s archives, it has exhibition spaces, a cafe, learning rooms and a
digitisation suite. The visit is on 10th November from 2pm - 4pm (there is a limit of 25 places).

Christmas Lunch - 6th December at the Princess Pavilion

Christmas lunch is all booked in for Monday 6th December at 12.30 for 1.00pm.
The menu isn’t ready yet but the lunch will be cooked by Falmouth Food Co-op and all the
ingredients will be from local produce. There will also be a vegan option. The bar is open for us for pre
lunch drinks and glasses of wine for the lunch. Look out for booking details, coming soon!

Saturday Lunch-time Concerts at KCM
The Saturday Lunch-time concerts at King
Charles Church started up again back in August.
Featuring a variety of musical styles, the aim is to
promote the fine musical tradition and talent in
Cornwall.

16th October – CYBE Brass Ensemble
23rd October – Radio Rio Salsa Group, Music
from Latin America
30th October – Celtic Fiddlers String Ensemble
6th November – Saxotonic Young saxophone
group
13th November – Cheryl Rosevear Soprano and
Anthony Seddon Piano
20th November – Arcaria Trio Guitar Trio
27th November – MacQuarrie and Toms Cornish
Folk Duo. Violin and Guitar

Admission to the concerts is free, with a retiring
collection that supports a local charity or trust. As
last year, the chosen charity is the Cornwall
Music Service Trust.
The concerts start at 12pm on Saturdays in the
Church, and the concerts for October and
November are as follows:
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Where are they? by Peter Searle
The Falmouth History Archive was contacted in April 2021 by an art history student researching Alfred
Wallis’s painting ‘Two ships and steamer sailing past a port – Falmouth and St. Anthony lighthouse’ (c.
1931). The question was: could we identify the two buildings (the rectangular brown building and the
large white house), purportedly in Falmouth, in the top right corner of the painting? This was a
challenge that could not be refused!

Two ships and steamer sailing past a port – Falmouth and St. Anthony lighthouse’ (Alfred Wallis c. 1931)

Alfred Wallis (18 August 1855 – 29 August 1942) was a mariner in the merchant service, sailing on
schooners between Penzance and Newfoundland, before spending time as a deep-sea fisherman on
the Newfoundland run. He later turned to local fishing from Penzance before moving to St. Ives in
1890 and becoming a marine store dealer.
He took up painting after his wife’s death in 1922, “for company”. Wikipedia notes that his “paintings
are an excellent example of naïve art; perspective is ignored and an object's scale is often based on its
relative importance in the scene, giving many of his paintings a resemblance to early maps. Wallis
painted seascapes from memory, in large part because the world of sail he knew was being replaced
by steamships”. Having little money, “Wallis used what materials were immediately available, mostly
painting on cardboard torn from packing boxes and using a limited palette of paint bought from ship
chandlers”. Alfred Wallis lived in poverty until he died in the Madron workhouse.
This intriguing painting may represent the artist’s recollection of a particular memory from his
experiences sailing past Falmouth around 1880. Initially, the topography seemed to make little sense –
surely, St. Anthony lighthouse is in the wrong place. So, what would a sailor who was passing
Falmouth around 1880 see, and how might this be recalled some 50 years later? A vessel heading
west down the coast would pass close to Dodman Point and then head directly towards the Lizard,
though tides could set her some way into Falmouth Bay. With this in mind, the painting could be
interpreted to be more of a map than a seascape. The inclusion of two lighthouses was a confusion
but now it is possible to imagine that the smaller one on the right, more distant and less prominent,
would be St. Anthony lighthouse that marks the entrance to the Carrick Roads and the River Fal, as
seen from further out at sea. The larger lighthouse on the left, confusingly suggesting this to be St.
Anthony, would be the more prominent and important Lizard lighthouse, a significant landmark for
Wallis as this would reassure him that he was nearly home. Rounding The Lizard opens up Mounts
Bay, St. Michael’s Mount, and Newlyn Harbour; and these are represented on the left of the painting:
the little pyramid structure surmounted with a flag being St. Michael’s Mount, with the sea walls of
Newlyn Harbour, with its little lighthouse on the end of the pier (the traditional Ordnance Survey sea
level datum) beside. The area of rocks with the marker buoy between, midway between the two
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lighthouses, nicely represents the treacherous Manacles (maen eglos = ‘church rocks’) below the
landmark St. Keverne Church.
The two sailing vessels are slightly incongruous. These are in the style of St. Ives Jumbos, quite
different from traditional south coast boats that would normally be seen in these waters. The local
Mounts Bay luggers, for example, though often double-ended, are typically larger, have a bowsprit and
would carry a headsail. But the depiction of St. Ives style boats makes absolute sense as these are the
type of craft that Alfred Wallis knew intimately, and frequently included in his paintings.
The settlement on the right of the painting (east side of the inland water) is quite the wrong side for
Falmouth, and would be out of keeping with St. Mawes (which would not be visible from the sea
anyway). Although apparently larger than Falmouth, it could be seen as a representation of Flushing.
The question of the two buildings is more challenging; they do not look like any houses that I know!
That aside, and artistic licence permitting, could they represent the prominent houses in the area that
might have been visible from a passing vessel (perhaps by telescope or from discussion among the
crew)? Curiously, the most obvious structure, Pendennis Castle, high on Pendennis Point, is not
shown. The most prominent building at that time would have been the Falmouth Hotel, quite high on
the cliff along the sea front. The Royal Cornwall Home for Destitute Little Girls on Trevethan Road
(then known as Bellevue Terrace) looks a little like the white house, was much more isolated in the
1880s than today, and stands high above Falmouth (and would be visible from the sea). Trefusis
House on Trefusis Point does stand high but is typically hidden by trees (though the flag on the white
building could indicate an important family, such as the Trefusis family). Further up the Carrick Roads
is Porthgwidden House (= ‘white cove/port’) on the left. Trelissick House is further on, and clearly
visible from the sea. Further up again, and on the right, is Tregothnan, the estate of Lord Falmouth
(again, the flag could represent a significant family) but, though a substantial building in a castellated
architectural style, it is not visible from the sea.
There was a suggestion that Alfred Wallis may have known the Fal and its upper reaches aboard
sailing barges. He definitely painted sailing barges and so it is possible that he worked on these boats.
They were a vital lifeline for the remoter hamlets and dwellings where access by road (or track) was
difficult, and were the backbone of local commerce – carrying coal to the many stone quays scattered
along the banks of the river and its tributaries; stone for building construction, and road building and
repair; and timber too, for example, Harvey’s timber yard in Truro. As well as working their way up to
Truro and Tresillian, the sailing barges serviced the Helford, Port Navas and Gweek; and Restronguet
Creek, for Point, a much industrialised area with its two tin mines, smelting works, and bone mill;
Devoran with its busy port and railway links with Cornwall’s mining heartland; and the upper reaches to
The Norway Inn and Perran-ar-worthal (the Fox family’s iron foundry) before becoming silted up.
If this was the case, it then seems likely that he knew the Bar area of Falmouth, noted for its boat and
ship building yards and the old tide mill, with many of these buildings being in the local ‘vernacular’,
brown timber style. So, what do contemporary photographs of the area show?

From the Collection of the Falmouth History Archive @ The Poly
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Is there anything that looks familiar? Take a closer look at the building in the trees above the left-hand
end of the railway goods shed.

Do we have a match? Could the white house in the painting be Grove Hill House? Remember that
Wallis was painting from memory some 50 years later, and that his ‘naïve’ representation tended to
emphasise details that were based on their relative importance – two stories, a ‘chimney’ feature at
each end, and an imposing entrance in the centre. The Ordnance Survey 1:500 scale map of 1880
does not record a ‘dedicated’ orchard at Grove Hill around this time but It clearly describes an
extensive garden, with a formal area, and plenty of trees, some of which may have been flowering,
such as rhododendron, prunus, and magnolia. The house in the painting has a lawn in front, and large,
mature trees behind, some of which suggest being in flower. On the balance of probability ----. Well, I
leave you to draw your own conclusion!

Enlarging the postcard starts to pixilate the image, so here are a couple of contemporary photographs of Grove Hill. On the left
in 1886 (Source: Jill Morison), and to the right in 1909 (Source: Rachel Morin)
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The brown building is unusual in that it has a distinctive, turret-styled addition on its eastern wall. Did
such a building exist? A good starting point for a search would be Arwenack Manor which, around that
time, was a collection of low-rise buildings close to the foreshore, with the Killigrew monument, in the
same place as today, on the edge of the harbour.

From Brian Osborne’s ‘Images of the Past’ collection #924

And look at this, the right end of the building across the midground on the right of the photograph! The
more the two enlargements below are compared, the greater appears the resemblance – the style of
the windows, their layout, the relationship between the windows at the front of the building and the little
window in the turret, the scale of the turret compared to the main building – uncanny?

If this is the same building, it would be interesting to know why Wallis chose to paint it, and in so much
detail. It must have stood out for him, perhaps because it was unusual or possibly because he found
lodgings here when he was in Falmouth.
Again, the balance of probability suggests …. . I leave the final conclusion to you!
We may not have found the answers to the questions, and we will never know for sure, but the
research has provided a wonderful insight into the artistic mind and vivid memories of a seasoned
mariner who visited Falmouth over 140 years ago.
With thanks to Dominique Trevail for asking the question, for her insights, and for her helpful analysis.
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The Opes Walk - part 1 by Angela Shields

Above, The Old Town Hall (Source:
Wikimedia Commons). Left, Photo:
Jane Boriosi

We are looking at the Old Town Hall. We know that it was built in 1710 as a Congregational chapel,
and when that moved to larger premises, it was bought and presented to the corporation by Martin
Lister Killigrew. We also talked about the last trial for cannibalism that took place here in 1884. What
was puzzling us here, was on looking closer at the building a date of the restoration of the top part was
given as 2003 and then a small sculpture was put in place. What is it?
It was interesting to have so many people looking at the ope ways and buildings. Jean Carr, who grew
up in Falmouth, could remember different uses of many of the shops and buildings. The onion boys
were still coming to Barracks Ope. Much earlier memories from a resident in 1982 thinking back to
their childhood in the 1890s has them being brought to the quay by boat, landing and storing their
onions at Barracks Ope. The boys went up to Pennance Farm, amongst other places, to sell their
onions. They went home to Brittany for Christmas but rough seas at that time of the year claimed a few
lives.
Another puzzle remains; 39 High Street (which is now in a poor state) We know it was a garage and it
looks very similar in style to this one:

Above, 39 High Street in 2018
(Source: Neighbourhood Plan
Local Listing Report)

However, it is not the same one, as the careful examination by our group saw; the hill is going the
wrong way. In 1982 an elderly resident said that “the name Jane is almost synonymous with High
Street, as there were a number of shops in the street owned by Janes.”. After the walk, Andrew Ellis
did some research and found:
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The 1911 census shows two Jane families in High Street. Henry,
aged 73, cycle dealer, his wife Mary Emma, 76, and their daughter
Emma Louisa, 49, are at 28 High Street. John James, cycle and
motor engineer, aged 42, his wife Ada, assistant in the business, 36,
and their son Herbert William, 12, are at 16-17 High Street.
The 1939 Register (a census like survey conducted at the beginning
of WWII) shows John James Jane, cycle and motor engineer, and
Ada, housewife, now at 9 Erisey Terrace; and Herbert William, now
manager of Jane's motor and cycle business, with his wife Dorothy
and two children at 16-17 High Street. In addition, the 1939 Kelly's
Directory shows John James Jane, cycle agent and dealer, at 16-17
High Street.

Barracks Ope today (Photo,
Jane Borioisi), and an etching
from the 1930s by O H Bedford

Again, from the 1982 oral record it says: “Jimmy’s son Bert had
the garage next to the Congregational Church at the top of the
High Street. The Congregational Church was next to the Old
Town Hall.”
Another building that was pulled down. There were of course, a
number of fires in the High Street in 1862, 1908 and in the
fifties at Wallpapers Galore (now Stones). Looking at the street,
the wider parts are where there was a fire.
We continued our walk down to Tregoning’ Yard. Mulberry
Square, Free Steps Ope, Bakehouse Yard and up Fountain
Ope to look down Fish Strand Hill where the local fishermen
brought their catches. There was a fisherman’s rest and
reading room. Going down, the HSBC was once Pearce’s hotel.
The stables were behind it and from there horse buses left for
London.
I hope to do part 2 of the walk at a later date. Several people
have asked if I would do part 1 again as they were away, so I
will see when this can be fixed at a mutually convenient time.

The Falmouth Destructor - again! by Mike Jenks

This really is not an obsession! But, when doing one of the drop-in sessions for the Neighbourhood
Plan at the Library, there were some old prints put out for sale, taken from the old ‘Image Delivery’
company. This is a picture I had not seen anywhere before, and lo and behold on the skyline is, what
can only be the Falmouth destructor!
This was probably taken sometime in the 1930s, but it would be good to know more. And, despite the
sore thumb on the skyline, it is an interesting image.
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Susan Gay, Falmouth Historian by Mike Jenks

One of the most vibrant and interesting histories of Falmouth was written by Susan Gay in 1903. The
book is well known, but what its author looked like was something of a mystery. But both Tom Weller
and Peter Searle discovered this picture. And what a formidable woman she was! It was found in
Devon and Cornwall Notes & Queries Volume X, 1918-1919 in which a short biography was published
on pages 33-35. This can be found on line here where it can be read, but also a reprint purchased.
Here is a brief summary.
Susan Elizabeth Gay was born in 1845. Her father was Wiliam Gay of Cheltenham, a surveyor, and
her mother a ‘descendant of the Danish family of Falck’ living in Falmouth since the mid 18C. From the
1870s Susan published a number of books. Concerning Falmouth she wrote pamphlets on Falmouth
Parish Church (1897) and Falmouth and Flushing 100 Years Ago (1898), and of course Old Falmouth
(1903). She also transcribed the Falmouth Parish registers from 1662-1812, a major work that was
published in 1915. Her talents were many, and she was an artist of ‘considerable ability’, winning
several bronze medals from the RCPS, and exhibited drawings at the Royal Academy in 1874 and
1876. Politically a Liberal, but that ceased when the party refused to support the Women’s Suffrage
Movement. Also she was a campaigner who helped save Barras Head at Tintagel from development,
helping to raise the funds for the National Trust Society to buy it. She died at home in Crill near
Falmouth on 17th January 1918, and was buried at Budock.
It is not known when she moved from the Midlands to settle in the Falmouth area, but it was clearly in
her blood. This is what she had to say about it. ‘…my parents, led by old associations and familiar ties,
took “the children” to Falmouth, we enjoyed the rare freedom of frocks bedabbled with sea-water…’
This was a a place she ‘though very delightful, because it combined the special charms of sea and
country’. And, of course, it still does!
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Planning Applications
We are continuing to look at planning applications for Falmouth and where necessary comment.
The two below may be of interest, but for a more detailed look, please see our website.
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/planning.html
Of the many planning applications we have viewed, the two below are probably of most concern.
The applications are still of a generally poor quality, and the Neighbourhood Plan has been a help
in pointing this out, and hopefully, over time, leading applicants to realise that poor design will not
be accepted.
Swanpool - PA21/06822 | Construction of 2 detached dwellings | Land Development Off Swanpool
Road Swanpool Road Falmouth Cornwall

Our objection noted that the proposal fails to conform to the Neighbourhood Plan (NDP) Policy FOS1
protecting this space as being of ‘high value’. It fails on the design Policies’ (DG1, DG2 and DG4). The
proposal also does not protect properly a TPO area and negatively affects the Green Corridor initiative
(Policy FOS4). This is a site that should not be developed.

Harrogate House - PA21/07163 | Demolition of Harrogate House and construction of an apartment
building comprising 15 units | Harrogate House Queen Mary Road Falmouth Cornwall TR11 4DP

Before

After

Our objection noted the design is clearly out of character with Falmouth as a whole – it is stylistically
inappropriate and there is no precedent in Falmouth for such an ‘Italianate’ style. This pastiche is not a
good enough design to be a ‘stand out gem’, but would intrude as being significantly out of place in its
setting and Falmouth as a whole. The character of the area is that of ‘wooded suburbs’ and there
would be a harmful impact on views in and out of the Conservation Area. The building should be
reduced in both height and width to be closer to the mass and footprint of the existing Harrogate
House. However, a more sustainable solution would be to retain and repurpose the existing house.

Falmouth Civic Society
Tel: 01326 211196 Email: falmouthcivicsociety@gmail.com
http://www.falmouthcivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Falmouth-Civic-Society/573370802673192
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