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This Newsletter has an article
about memories of Tremough by
Bert Biscoe, poet and County
Councillor. Also there are pictures
of some of our visits, and a note of
our talks during the summer.
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The Town Council has decided to embark on a Neighbourhood Plan. We
have argued long and hard for this, so it a decision that is good news. Or at
least half good news. We hoped for a comprehensive plan that embraced
the new housing growth areas, as this will have a big impact on the town.
But these areas are outside the town boundary, mostly in Budock. To plan
holistically would require the agreement of the surrounding Parishes, but this
does not seem forthcoming.
Instead the plan will concentrate on the town, and focus on the
issue of houses in multiple occupation (HMOs). This includes
houses being converted into student rooms, but not
exclusively, as also key workers and many who cannot afford
homes also are housed that way. Two interlinked policies are
concerned. One is known as Article 4, which allows the
Council to restrict the number of HMOs, and the
Neighbourhood Plan, which should identify where this housing
need could take place. Also it looks to set standards for
landlords, to ensure the quality and management of student
and other accommodation is improved. This should help to
make Falmouth a better place.

Your help is needed

Saving the viewpoint plaques

A lot has been happening and our
resources are stretched. We have
had meetings about some
significant proposals, particularly
the St Michael’s Hotel expansion,
and about housing on a site next to
Swanpool. Our comments have
been taken on board and hopefully
improvements made.

For a number of years the plinth housing two stainless steel plaques on
Castle drive was damaged. The Society sought to have it repaired, and one
of our Committee, Margaret Jenks met the Mayor and Town Clerk to put the
case. It was repaired in time for the Tall Ships and we are grateful to
Geoffrey Evans for dipping into his fund to make this happen.

We will be involved with the
Neighbourhood Plan, and we need
your input, as it will be a lot of
work. We also need your help to
raise money for the St George and
the Dragon sculpture - see our
campaign on the back page!

More about Tremough*
By Bert Biscoe
My father, Dr C A Biscoe, was the school doctor for
many years from the mid 1950s, and he remained
associated with the Convent until illness prevented
him from visiting the remaining nuns in Falmouth after
Falmouth College of Art bought the estate. At a point
when the nuns were coming to the end of their tenure
at Tremough, I was invited to have a look at a library
which was found in cupboards along the landing on
the first floor. The cupboards had stood unopened
until the 1990s, when the Fire Officer suddenly
decided they were a health and safety hazard. The
cupboards contained the library of an 18th century
gentleman farmer who was clearly a traveller and one
of those involved in the agrarian revolution of the 18th
and early 19th centuries. Sadly, the library was sold
at auction by Lay's and raised a good sum - all of
which was spent fixing the front drive! However, I'm
sure that David Lay will have a catalogue of the sale
which would give a clear idea of what the house once
almost secretly housed.

And we should not forget the exceptionally unspoilt
buildings of Tremough Barton, which were purchased
by the University of Exeter some time ago - a key
element of the estate. I do feel that a great
opportunity has been squandered by placing the less
than elegant 'Innovation Centre' at Treliever - the
contrast of fields and new structures is one we should
have stood up to defend.

Secondly, whilst the house remains fairly intact, the
stables were destroyed by the university construction
project. I don't think any attempt was made to record
the buildings. When I was a member of the University
of Exeter Council I did manage to save the 1970s
chapel with its Buckfastleigh stained glass - to be in
the chapel at dawn with sunlight filtered through richly
coloured glass in shafts on to the polished
Longdowns granite altar was one of the most uplifting
sights of my life. If only that altar could be restored to
its rightful place and students offered the wonder of
that experience!

When I was a day boy at Tremough (4 - 8yrs) I
participated in a number of processions to the grotto,
which was presided over by a pair of saintly statues.
They have been removed, mainly because one had
been crudely decapitated at some point, and partly to
secure the grotto as a 'neutral' space. However, the
star shaped pool remains, and was refurbished in the
early 1990s by GIs following an intervention by the
US Embassy. The link between Falmouth and Penryn
and the US army, forged during preparations for DDay, remains evocative, and the grotto is a moving
and discreet reminder of it.

One other small thing which renders Tremough of
interest is the grotto at the bottom of the front drive by
the lodge. It was created by American GIs during their
time waiting for D-Day - this is why the pool is star
shaped. At the entrance to the Falmouth Performing
Arts Centre is a boulder with some incomplete lead
lettering - the letters spell out a memorial to Father
Lynch, who was the American padre who supported
the convent in its early days. It was an abandoned
work which survived by chance - I'm glad to see that it
is quietly placed to allow it to fulfil its original purpose.

* In Cornish the name Tremough translates as 'pig farm', and the first pig to arrive in Australia came from there.

A summer of talks and visits

Great talks were given by Tim Light at our AGM, and Jonathan Griffin about the way artists have represented
Falmouth. We visited the Coastguard Station, the Lifeboat Station, the Mayor’s ‘parlour’ and Jubilee
Warehouse, where we were shown round by the architect Michael Hormann, who is also our Treasurer.

Regeneration
It is always a good sign when some of our interesting and
historic buildings are being refurbished. Here are three
welcome examples. The Custom House has been turned
into a restaurant, and while the signage may be over the
top, the decline has been reversed and the building looks
splendid. St George’s Arcade has been given a facelift,
and is just waiting to get its sculpture back. The former
Women’s Institute building has also been regenerated
and is looking smart. It is being re-named A Curious Hall intriguing to find out what will happen there.
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Saving St George and the Dragon

St George and the Dragon before it was pulled down, and the pieces that remain

For many years, St George’s
Arcade was graced with a
sculpture of St George and the
Dragon. One night, as a student
prank, it was pulled down, and
broken.
Because the students were from
the the University, it offered to
replace it with a modern
interpretation. This was
suggested by Peter Gilson of the
local history group.

Schemes were drawn up as part
of coursework, but the proposed
designs were not accepted, and
so nothing further happened.
Heather Rowley contacted the
University to see what could be
done. They felt that they had
done all that was asked of them,
so we decided the best option
would be to rescue the remains,
and start a campaign to get it
repaired and reinstated in its
rightful place.

A restorer has been approached,
and it is likely that some £2,000
will needed.
All contributions are welcome,
and in addition we are hoping to
have a plaque for sponsors who,
as individuals donate £50, or
£100 for businesses. Do make
contact by ‘phone or email
(details above).
We hope to restore an icon to
Falmouth’s street scene.

Dates for the diary
Monday 24th November, 6.00pm
Richard Gates, Town Manager, on Initiatives for Falmouth. £2.50, wine and nibbles provided
Friday 20th March, 6.00pm:
AGM and talk, by Bert Biscoe (tbc), at the Athenaeum Club

